Gloucester Museum of History
Visitor Experience
This document will provide you with helpful information before your visit to the
Gloucester Museum of History.

The Gloucester Museum of History is located at 6539 Main Street, Gloucester, Virginia 23061
adjacent to the historic courthouse circle. Built in 1770, the building was once a tavern used to
house travelers as they made their way to do business in Gloucester County. Today, the Museum
of History is home to over 3,000 objects, ranging from archival documents and photographs, to
large antique agricultural tools. These items are vital to telling the rich and intricate history of
Gloucester County.
The Museum’s mission statement is: The Gloucester Museum of History strives to engage,
educate, and inspire future generations by collecting, preserving, and interpreting the diverse
history, heritage, and culture of Gloucester County.

Parking

Parking at the museum is free and the entrance to the parking lot is located at the corner of Main
Street and Carriage Court. There are two designated handicap parking spots and seven general
parking spaces. If needed, additional free parking is located along Main Street.

Museum Entrance

Upon arrival to the Museum, there are three steps leading up to the covered front porch where you
are welcome to leave rolling strollers. There are five rocking chairs to sit in and enjoy the local
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atmosphere. There is a small step leading into the first floor of the Museum that is painted red, so
please watch your step as you enter the building. Due to Covid-19 regulations, we politely ask that
you wear a mask while inside the Museum for your safety, as well as for the safety of our staff and
volunteers.

Welcome & First Floor Gallery

The Museum is open Monday – Saturday from 11am to 3pm. There will be a volunteer docent
behind the desk to greet you, as well as answer any questions you may have about the Museum or
its contents. The Museums Coordinator, Robert Kelly, is available for questions by phone or email
from 8am to 4:30pm or in person from 11am to 3pm Monday – Friday.
While the Museum is fully self-guided, we recommend you travel around the first floor gallery from
left to right in a circle, starting at “Awakening: The Life and Legacy of T.C. Walker,” followed by:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Good Old Days
Temporary Exhibit Cases
Gloucester in the Revolutionary War: Battle of the Hook Exhibit Timeline
17th and 18th Century Land Survey Tools
Gloucester African American History Exhibit
Early 20th Century Morgan’s Drug Store Exhibit
Olde Country Store
Dr. Harry Adams Tabb Case
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There are no dedicated seats for visitors to rest on the first floor, other than the rocking chairs on
the covered porch.

Inside Restrooms

There are two single restrooms located on the first floor through the doorway next to “Awakening:
The Life and Legacy of T.C. Walker” exhibit. Since the building is a historic structure, the restrooms
are not handicap accessible.

Second Floor Gallery
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To gain access to the second floor gallery you must take the stairs to the right of the welcome
desk. There are fifteen stairs with a handrail on the left-hand side to assist visitors up and down the
stairway if needed.
Like the first floor gallery, we recommend that you travel in a circle from left to right starting at the
“Fossil Records,” followed by:
● Native Americans
● 17th Century
- Paradise Plantation
● 18th Century
- Warner Hall
- Old Free School
- Botetourt Building
- Fairfield Plantation (Colonial Home of the Burwell Family)
● Revolutionary War
● Civil War
● James Daniel Gardiner: Medal of Honor Recipient
● Ebenezer Baptist Church
● Gremer Doll Houses
There are two individual chairs in this gallery for visitors to rest. Make sure to watch your head
while coming back down the stairs, since the ceiling in this part of the Museum is low.

Basement Gallery
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Please make sure to ask the volunteer docent on duty to take you to the basement gallery during
your museum visit. To access the basement gallery, you must head outside towards the Museum’s
parking lot. There are two flights of four stairs with a railing in the center of the staircase to assist
visitors up and down the stairs if needed. There are then two half-steps up to the door leading into
the basement gallery.

Like the first and second floor galleries, we recommend that you travel in a circle from left to right
starting at the farming equipment, followed by:
●
●
●
●
●

Antique farming tools
Daffodil Festival posters from 1987 – Present
Botetourt Hotel furniture exhibit
Late 19th to early 20th century kitchen and household objects
Original 1770 tavern fireplace

There is no dedicated seating for visitors in the basement gallery.

Outside Restrooms
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There are two outside restrooms across from the basement gallery entrance that are three stairs
(no hand railings) up and in a hallway to the right.

Gift Shop

The Museum has a wide variety of great Gloucester County resource books, along with gifts for
sale in the gift shop. We accept cash or check only as payment for these items. The gift shop is
located at the welcome desk, as well as to the right of the front door. Some of the books for sale
include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Gloucester Family Genealogy Records
1800s Gloucester Court Minutes
Irene Morgan’s Bus Ride
Lawyer Walker: A Biography of Thomas Calhoun Walker
Gloucester Cemeteries
Gloucester Landmarks
History of the Botetourt Hotel
The Gloucester and Gloucester-Mathews Gazette: Historical and Special Editions
Gloucester Children’s Books
Gloucester Historic Main Street Postcards
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Museum Lighting

The first floor gallery is illuminated by track style lights, as well as overhead recessed lighting. On
the second floor, wall mounted candle lights are used, along with natural lighting through the
windows. In the basement gallery, overhead recessed lighting is the main source of light, as well
as a few windows allowing natural light to enter the space.

Museum Labels
All new exhibits and displays follow best museum practices with legible font and appropriate font
sizing. Some of our older permanent exhibits may have fonts and sizing that is not as easily
legible; however, the Gloucester Museum of History is dedicated to updating these labels in the
future and will continue to follow best museum practices for all exhibits and displays in the future.

Admission & Donations
Admission to the Museum is free for all ages; however, we do accept and appreciate monetary
donations.

Photography & Videography
We encourage visitors to take photos and videos of the Museum’s objects, displays, and exhibits.
We kindly ask that your flash is turned off while taking photos.
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Group Tours and Field Trips
Field trips and group tours are free; however, we ask that you contact us 30-days prior to your visit
to schedule your experience. Please contact Museums Coordinator, Robert Kelly, at (804) 6931234 or rkelly@gloucesterva.info.

Contact Us
Address:
The Gloucester Museum of History
6539 Main St.
Gloucester, VA 23061

Email:
rkelly@gloucesterva.info

Staff:
Museums Coordinator - Robert Kelly

Phone:
(804) 693-1234
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