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Ongoing Improvements Taking Place in Historic Buildings
Gloucester County is diligently working to preserve its historic assets, using federal grants and
Capital Improvement Project funds. Over the next year, residents and visitors will notice quite a
bit of work being done in and around the historic buildings throughout the court circle.
According to Katey Legg, Director of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, “the extent of the work will
be determined by the additional funds we can raise through grant writing and seeking
donations.”
The first project, removing the 1950s floor tiles inside the colonial courthouse, a process that
included asbestos remediation during removal is in progress. New vinyl tile flooring to mimic
the original wood flooring in the building and new carpeting around the Board’s dais (platform)
will be installed prior to July 5, when the next public meeting is scheduled. According to
Gloucester’s County Administrator Carol Steele, the original wood flooring in the colonial
courthouse, which was constructed in 1766, was replaced with concrete years ago after a
severe termite infestation.
While construction work was underway on the building, wainscoting in the courthouse was
removed to explore the conditions of the original fireplaces. An architectural historian was
brought in to examine the fireplaces and a mason specializing in historic rehabilitation will
make necessary repairs. Also, water damage was noticed in one area which is being
remediated. The County’s plan is to leave the fireplaces exposed as long as they are protected.
Steele said, “The brick adds much character to the courtroom and provides a glimpse of how
the building originally appeared.”
Another upcoming project will include the use of federal grant dollars to redo the sidewalks for
handicapped accessibility and safer access. Additional sidewalks in the court circle will connect
buildings to provide more direct access to the structures.

The County will also conduct a conditions assessment of the structures in the court circle and
the Botetourt Hotel, a circa 1770 building, which houses the Gloucester Museum of History, to
determine repair needs and prioritize addressing the highest needs. Some of the more
noticeable repair needs include areas where paint is peeling off structures and rust is
appearing. The assessment will thoroughly examine the structures for other less obvious
concerns and provide information on how to properly to conserve the buildings. A contractor
will be hired to help guide this portion of the project.
“This is a significant investment and important first step as we plan to expand the public’s
access to our historic structures and begin to reimagine the Botetourt Hotel and court circle as
a multi-building museum campus,” said Robert Kelly, the County’s Museums Coordinator.
“We are very excited to have the mechanisms in place to ensure that we are good stewards of
these historic gems that we have here in our backyard,” Steele added. “The work that we’re
doing today will ensure that these buildings will remain safe and secure for our residents and
visitors to enjoy for years to come.”
The ongoing renovations may cause periodic closures of buildings within the court circle.
Updates regarding the renovations will be shared on Gloucester County’s social media
channels, https://www.facebook.com/gloucesterva and https://twitter.com/gloucesterva.
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Mark Wenger, an architectural historian, discusses the condition of the
original fireplaces with County staff.

The old tile flooring has been removed and new flooring will be installed in the colonial
courthouse as part of the historic renovations. The exposed fireplace from the colonial era is
shown in the back of the room.

