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The Mission of The Center

The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics 

teaches people how to enjoy the outdoors responsibly. 

The Center achieves its mission through education,

research, partnerships and volunteerism.



History



Leave No Trace
Program Roots

Á The Leave No Trace 
program originated in 
backcountry and 
federally-designated 
Wilderness areas in 
the 1960ôs, following 
the passage of the  
Wilderness Act in1964.

Á In the 1970ôs, the federal agencies began to develop educational 
brochures.  The program was slogan-based, with little national 
leadership or inter-agency coordination.

Á Early names for the program included:  Wilderness Manners, 
Wilderness Ethics, Minimum-Impact Camping and No-Trace 
Camping.



Leave No Trace
Program Development

Á In the 1980ôs the ñNo 
Traceò program was 
developed by the U.S. 
Forest Service wilderness 
managers as a humanistic 
approach for wilderness 
ethics and low impact 
hiking and camping 
practices.

Á Leave No Trace was selected as the name for an expanded national 

program by the early 1990ôs; partnership formed with four land 

management agencies and the National Outdoor Leadership School 

(NOLS). NOLS taught the first ñMaster Educator Courseò in the Wind 

River Range in 1991 and helped develop education and training 

materials.



Leave No Trace
Early nonprofit

Á In 1993 there was an Outdoor 
Recreation Summit in D.C., 
which recommended the 
creation of a nonprofit called 
Leave No Trace, Inc., with 
national headquarters in 
Boulder, CO.

Á In 1994, Leave No Trace, 
Inc., the nonprofit, was 
created to guide 
development, establish 
partnerships, distribute 
educational materials and 
conduct fundraising.



Today



Leave No Trace 
Nonprofit

Á In 2003, Leave No Trace Inc. 

became the Leave No Trace 

Center for Outdoor Ethics, 

often referred to the ñThe 

Center.ò

Á The Center partners with land management agencies, outdoor 
equipment manufacturers, retailers, outfitter/guide services, youth-
serving organizations, nonprofit organizations and educational 
institutions to promote minimum impact outdoor recreation.

Á The Center has eleven staff members in Boulder and three teams of 
traveling educators that provide education, training and outreach 
across the United States.



Strategic Priorities

ÁIn addition to the Centerôs education, training 

and outreach, the organization has a current 

focus on three key areas in order to reach 

new and emerging audiences with Leave No 

Trace skills and ethics:

ÕFrontcountry 

ÕKids

ÕLocal 



Leave No Trace
Organizational Focus

Á Leave No Trace plays a critical 
role within the conservation 
community because of its 
unique focus on people as the 
solution to recreation-related 
impacts.

Á The Center believes that 
empowering people to develop 
a sense of communal 
ownership of the outdoors 
generates a more sustainable, 
more environmentally 
educated global community.



Leave No Trace
Organizational Focus

Á Educate, Connect, Protect:

ÅWe educate people about 
minimum impact skills and 
responsible outdoor recreation.

ÅWe connect people to their 
natural world so that they care 
about its future health.

ÅWe protect ecosystems by 
creating lifelong outdoor 
stewards.

Á Approximately $.80 of every $1 
raised by the Center directly 
supports programs that train and 
educate millions each year.



Leave No Trace 
Partnership Structure

Á Federal agency partners

Á State and local agency partners

Á Corporate partners

Á Small Business partners

Á Nonprofit partners

Á Educational partners

ÁOutfitter/Guide partners

Á Retail partners

ÁMedia partners

Á International partners



Federal Agency Partners

Á The Center for Outdoor Ethics is under a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the five 
largest land management agencies in the U.S. to 
provide Leave No Trace education on public 
lands.

Á Each agency has staff trained in Leave No Trace 
who train other agency personnel and the general 
public.

Á The federal agencies have national Leave No 
Trace coordinators who serve as non-voting 
advisors on the Centerôs Board of Directors and 
the Education Review Committee.

Á The agencies play a critical role in providing 
Leave No Trace information to millions of outdoor 
enthusiasts each year.



Federal Agency Partners
Map of Federal Lands


