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Executive Summary
A. Introduction
The Gloucester County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment is designed to help the County
allocate appropriate resources to parks and recreation services and amenities, providing a high level of
service to residents while maximizing the resources available to the department. In doing so, areas of
service strengths and weaknesses have been identified, along with what can be built upon to improve
the delivery of parks, recreation, cultural arts, open space, trails, and facilities, as well as programs and
services.
The plan includes an evaluation of community demographics and trends; a comprehensive public input
process encompassing public meetings, focus groups, and a statically valid survey; an analysis of current
programs and facilities; and consideration of the financial resources of the County. This Needs
Assessment builds a foundation for an eventual Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Master Plan.

Demographics
Although the future of population growth cannot be predicted with certainty, gaining a clear
understanding of the existing and projected demographic character of the County is an important
component of the needs assessment process for the Gloucester County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism
Department. By analyzing population data, trends emerge that can inform decision making and resource
allocation.
The key demographic components of existing and projected population totals, age distribution, and
ethnic/racial diversity were analyzed to identify trends that may affect the planning and provision of
public parks and recreation services in Gloucester County over the next five years and beyond.

Trends
Identification of current park and recreation resources, as well as recreation trends, community
demographics, and needs, provides a better understanding of future recreational opportunities and
allows for identification of the unique niche of Gloucester County. The historic values and standards that
the Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department brings to the community, along with park and
recreation trends, work together to create a unique opportunity for Gloucester County to plan for and
implement future park and recreation facilities.
It is a challenge and an opportunity for parks and recreation providing agencies to continue to
understand and respond to the changing recreation interests of their constituencies. In this fast‐paced
society, it is important to stay on top of current trends. Trends were researched at the local, regional,
and national level relevant to the somewhat younger and growing multi‐cultural demographic of
Gloucester County and interests including aquatics (indoor pool), special events, trails, pathways,
preservation of historical and cultural assets, and a recreation/community center. Programming trends
reflect partnerships with other service providers, nature‐based activities, outdoor recreation, and
individual and group activities, including more use of outdoor areas. Improved funding for parks and
recreation in general is supported by the community following the decline during the economic
downturn.
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Community Engagement
Public engagement was held November 30 and December 1, 2015 at various locations within Gloucester
County. The meetings included five focus groups with 56 participants, stakeholder and staff meetings,
and an open public forum. Focus groups were by invitation extended via parks and recreation staff with
the idea of mixing area residents and stakeholders with differing points of view to solicit broad‐based
perspectives. A series of questions were facilitated by GreenPlay to ensure that adequate input was
received from all attendees.

Needs Assessment Survey
The purpose of this Needs Assessment was to gather public feedback on Gloucester County parks and
recreation facilities, services, and programs. The survey was conducted in January 2016 using three
primary methods: 1) a mail‐back survey, 2) an online, invitation‐only web survey, and 3) an open‐link
online survey for members of the public who were not part of the invitation sample. A total of 3,000
surveys were mailed to a random sample of Gloucester County residents and were distributed
proportionally based on the five magisterial districts. After accounting for undeliverable addresses (34
total), 2,966 survey mailings were delivered and 486 responses were received, resulting in a relatively
high response rate of 16.4 percent. The margin of error for the 486 statistically valid responses is
approximately +/‐ 4.5 percentage points. Additionally, the open link survey received 280 responses.
Random mailed surveys are one of the best ways to reach both users and non‐users of parks and
recreation services. Generally, open link respondents are citizens who are interested in parks and
recreation, and participate in some form. The two surveys’ responses mirrored each other by less than
the margin of error.

Inventory and Analysis of Current System
Gloucester County has eight public parks and
beaches. The parks vary in size and are distributed
widely throughout the County. Park features include
athletic fields, park shelters and picnic areas,
historically and culturally significant properties,
hiking trails, playgrounds, skateboard spot, passive
recreation opportunities, and more. Specialized
amenities are also distributed throughout the
County.
The Department provides a variety of recreation
programs and services to members of the Gloucester County community focused on a range of core
service areas. A number of special events throughout the year provide the community the opportunity
to gather and celebrate the County’s history and culture.

B. Summary of Key Findings
Generally, findings from the public input process consistently identified an appreciation of existing
facilities and programs. Concern was expressed over a need for additional facilities to supplement those
currently operated by the County. An aquatic facility, a recreation/community center, and a desire to
increase and improve park amenities were familiar themes supporting future development.
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Stakeholders expressed the desire for the County to preserve the heritage, culture, and open space that
make Gloucester County a desirable place to live, work, and play. Additionally, a greater commitment to
maintenance of athletics and facilities along with improvements to Woodville Park, Beaverdam Park,
and Gloucester Point Beach Park were seen as opportunities.

C. Summary of Overall Analysis
Public leaders in the United States are recognizing more and more that public recreation facilities and
related “Quality of Life” amenities are not secondary services provided by governmental agencies but
are in fact integral to creating communities where people want to live, work, learn, and visit. These
services should be seen as investments in the long‐term vitality and economic sustainability of any
vibrant and attractive community. Gloucester County’s Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department
recognizes these factors and seeks to make parks and recreation service and facility improvements,
enhancing the community for years to come.

Areas of Focus and Action Steps
Areas of Focus with Action Steps are outlined in the main document to help create a process to move
forward. Over the next five to ten years, many influences will impact the success of the development of
future facilities, programs, and services. Funding availability, staff buy‐in, and political and community
support will play significant roles in future planning efforts.
The action plan identifies specific objectives for the following areas of focus:


Area of Focus 1: Ensure continuation of the high quality recreation facilities, parks, trails, open
spaces, programs, and services residents of Gloucester County have come to expect.



Area of Focus 2: Explore opportunities to add an indoor aquatic facility and a
recreation/community center.



Area of Focus 3: Increase and improve park amenities.



Area of Focus 4: Evaluate current programs and service delivery to ensure that it reflects the
cultural diversity and needs of Gloucester County.



Area of Focus 5: Increase connectivity with pathways and trails.



Area of Focus 6: Develop comprehensive marketing, communication, and community
engagement strategy for Parks, Recreation, and Tourism programs and services.



Area of Focus 7: Continue to preserve the heritage, culture, and open space that makes
Gloucester County unique.

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment

3

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

I. Introduction and Background
A. Purpose of this Plan
The purpose of this project is to provide an updated and accurate
assessment of community needs and desires for the Gloucester
County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department (PR&T). The
previous Needs Assessment was completed in 2008, and as such,
much of its information is no longer accurate. The County hired
GreenPlay, LLC, a nationally renowned park and recreation
management consulting firm, to lead this important planning
process. In order to develop an in‐depth and current picture of
parks and recreation needs that should be fulfilled by PR&T, the
County engaged the public through focus group and stakeholder
meetings, as well as a comprehensive statistically‐valid survey.
The outcome of this project is a set of areas of focus and action
steps that will allow the Department to continue to improve how
it provides parks and recreation services and programs to
residents and visitors.

B. Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department Overview
Historic Gloucester County, located on the Middle Peninsula of Virginia, is a bedroom community of the
Hampton Roads region. With a population of approximately 37,000 and 288 square miles, Gloucester
County’s landscape ranges from rural farms to more densely populated suburban neighborhoods. PR&T
operates and maintains eight county parks along with numerous public boat landings, and it provides an
array of recreational programs for people of all ages. The Department also utilizes gymnasiums,
classrooms, and athletic facilities at public schools.
The County is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life
for its residents through meeting community needs;
acting as stewards of natural, cultural, and historic
resources; and providing outstanding parks and
recreation services. The value of volunteerism and
utilization of public and private partnerships are
recognized as key methods for reaching the
Department’s goals. In addition to the provision of
services for residents, the Department oversees two
State certified visitors centers and operates the
County’s tourism program. Many of the historic and
outdoor recreation amenities that residents enjoy are
attractions frequented by visitors to Gloucester.

Gloucester County Parks,
Recreation, and Tourism Purpose
Statement:
The Department of Parks, Recreation, and
Tourism has been delegated the responsibility
to efficiently manage public resources, to
provide a comprehensive recreation program
to meet the needs and leisure interests of
Gloucester County citizens, and to preserve
and protect the environment.

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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C. Strategic Framework for the Needs Assessment
Start‐up
Community Input Process
Community Needs Assessment Survey
Demographic and Trends Analysis and Projections
Findings Presentation
Draft Needs Assessment Presentation
Draft Needs Assessment
Needs Assessment delivered
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November 2015
November‐December 2015
January‐March 2016
March‐April 2016
March 2016
May 17, 2016
June 2016
July 2016
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II. Community Engagement and Needs
Assessment
A. Demographic Profile
Gaining a clear understanding of the existing and projected demographic character of the County is an
important component of the needs assessment process for the Gloucester County Parks, Recreation,
and Tourism Department. By analyzing population data, trends emerge that can inform decision making
and resource allocation. For example, if the population of young children were steadily on the rise and
existing public recreation facilities for young children, such as playgrounds or tot lots, were barely
meeting existing user demand, then the County may want to consider targeting investments to meet the
increasing needs of this growing segment of the population.
Key demographic components were analyzed to identify trends that may impact the planning and
provision of public parks and recreation services in Gloucester County over the next five years and
beyond. Community characteristics analyzed and discussed below consist of:
 Existing and projected population totals
 Age distribution
 Ethnic/Racial diversity
The population data used in this demographic profile was obtained primarily from the Virginia
Employment Commission (VEC), supplemented with data from the Gloucester County Department of
Planning and Zoning and the U.S. Census Bureau. A summary of existing demographic highlights is noted
in Table 1 below, followed by more detailed demographic analysis.
Table 1: 2014 Gloucester County General Demographic Profile
Gloucester County Summary Demographics
Population
37,225
# Housing Units
15,993
Avg. Household Size
2.62
Median Age
42.9
Median Household Income
$60,980
Source: Gloucester County Department of Planning and Zoning (December 2015)

Key existing characteristics of Gloucester County population include:
 Total school enrollment in 2014‐2015 was 5,405.
 According to the VEC, the estimated population growth rate from 2010 to 2020 will be 7.66
percent. From 2020 to 2030, it is estimated to be 7.15 percent.
 The Gloucester County population was 49.3 percent male and 50.7 percent female in 2014.

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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Gloucester County Population and Demographic Trends
Population Projections
Although future population growth cannot be predicted with certainty, it is helpful to make growth
projections for planning purposes. Table 2 contains actual population figures based on the 2010 U.S.
Census for Gloucester County as well as VEC’s population estimate for 2015 and population projections
for 2020, 2030, and 2040. From 2000 through 2010, the County’s population grew by 5.97 percent, and
its projected growth rate for 2010 through 2020 is higher, at 7.66 percent. Gloucester County’s
projected growth rate through 2020 is lower than the 10.13 percent rate projected for the State of
Virginia for the same time period. The projected growth of Gloucester County population is represented
in Figure 1.
Table 2: Gloucester County Population Projections, 2000‐2050
Population Projection
2010
36,858
2015
37,225
2020
39,681
2030
42,520
2040
45,222
Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Virginia Community Profile, Gloucester County

Figure 1: Gloucester County, Virginia Population Growth Trend
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Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Virginia Community Profile, Gloucester County
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Population Age Distribution
The existing and projected population of different age groups within Gloucester County from 2010 to
2040 is illustrated in Figure 2. Age‐based demographic trends from 2010 to 2020 of note include:
 The total population under 20 years of age declined slightly by approximately four percent.
 The 20 to 39‐year‐old population increased by approximately 11.5 percent.
 The number of 40 to 59‐year‐olds decreased by approximately nine percent.
 The population of 60 to 80‐year‐olds and over increased by 30 percent, with the largest cohort
60‐69‐year‐olds growing by 41 percent.
Current estimates and future projections show a generally stable population in the 20 to 39‐year‐old age
group, and an increased rate of decline in the 40 to 59‐year‐old population, which is predicted to
decrease nine percent by 2020. However, it is projected to increase by nearly four percent between
2020 and 2040. The population of children 10 years and under is predicted to remain relatively stable,
while the young adult population under age 19 is predicted to decrease slightly. The population of age
19 and under comprises roughly 23 percent of the overall population. The Baby Boomer population, age
50 to 70 years, comprises 26 percent of the population, while Millennials comprise 21 percent, and
Generation Z makes up 13 percent in 2015.
Figure 2: Population Age Distribution
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Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Virginia Community Profile, Gloucester County

Race/Ethnicity
Figure 3 reflects the racial/ethnic population distribution for Gloucester County, Virginia. VEC estimates
that the 2015 population was predominantly Caucasian (87.8%), Black (8.4%), Hispanic (2.5%), and Asian
(.9%).
Population projections for 2020 include a nearly two percent increase in the Hispanic population and a
two percent decrease in Caucasian population. These trends are expected to continue, and by 2040, the
population is projected to be 79.4 percent Caucasian, 11.1 percent Hispanic, 7 percent Black, 2.3 percent
Asian, and 11 percent of residents identifying as “other.” Between 2015 and 2040, it projected that the
Hispanic population will increase by 8.6 percent, and the Caucasian and Black populations will decrease
by 8.3 percent and 1.4 percent respectively. Other segments of the population are not anticipated to
increase or decrease by more than one percent during this time period.
Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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Figure 3: Gloucester County Racial and Ethnic Characteristics 2015

Percentage of Population by Race
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B. Park and Recreation Influencing Trends
It is a challenge and an opportunity for parks and recreation providing agencies to continue to
understand and respond to the changing recreation interests of serviced populations. In this fast‐paced
society, it is important to stay on top of current trends. The following highlights relevant local, regional,
and national recreation trends relative to the Gloucester County demographic and identified interests.

Demographic Trends
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Boomers will look to park and recreation
Three major age groups, the Baby
professionals to provide opportunities to enjoy
Boomers, the Millennial Generation, and
many life‐long hobbies and sports. When
Generation
Z, are having significant
programming for this age group, a customized
impacts in the planning and provision of
experience to cater to the need for self‐
parks
and recreation services
fulfillment, healthy pleasure, nostalgic
nationwide.
The population of
youthfulness, and individual escapes will be
Gloucester County included many
important. Recreation trends will shift from
residents
in these generations. Twenty‐
games and activities that Boomers associate with
six
percent
(26%) of the County
senior citizens. Jeffrey Ziegler, a past president of
population in 2015 were Baby Boomers,
the Arizona Parks and Recreation Association
21 percent were Millennials, and 19
identified “Boomer Basics” in his article,
percent
were part of Generation Z.
“Recreating Retirement: How Will Baby Boomers
Reshape Leisure in their 60s?” He suggests that
activities such as bingo, bridge, and shuffleboard
will likely be avoided because Boomers relate these activities with old age.

Gloucester County, Virginia



Millennials lead structured lives filled with
rules and regulations. Less accustomed to
unstructured play than previous
generations and apprehensive of the
outdoors, they spend most of their time
indoors, leaving home primarily to socialize
with friends and families. With an upbeat
and a can‐do attitude, this generation is
more optimistic and tech‐savvy than its
elders. Millennials are respectful of authority and civic minded. Respectful of cultural differences
because they are ethnically diverse, they also value good conduct and tend to have a
“standardized appearance.” This generation is expected to do great things, and they may be the
next “great” generation.



The prevalence of obesity in Generation Z (individuals born since the year 2000) is triple that of
Generation Xers (born between 1965 and 1981). It suggests that due to increased use of
technology, Generation Z spends more time indoors, is less physically active, and is more obese
compared to previous generations. Researchers note that Generation Z is a generation that
seeks social support from peers more so than any previous generation. This is the most
competent generation from a technological standpoint, but members of Generation Z tend to
struggle in and fear some basic activities such as physical activity and sports.



As recreation agencies continue to provide services within a more diverse society, race and
ethnicity will become increasingly important factors in determining programming needs and
means of service delivery. More than ever, recreation professionals will be expected to work
with, and have significant knowledge and understanding of, individuals from many cultural,
racial, and ethnic backgrounds.



According to the Outdoor Foundation, 2015 “Outdoor Recreation Participation Report,” 70
percent of youth and young adults, ages 6‐24, participated in outdoor recreation in 2014.
According to the 2014 Report, the most popular outdoor activities among Caucasians were
running/jogging and trail running (19%); fishing (freshwater, saltwater, and fly) (18%); road,
mountain, and BMX biking (17%); camping (car, backyard, backpacking, and RV) (16%); and
hiking (14%).



Hispanic youth between ages 13 and 17 are the most likely age group to participate in outdoor
recreation, in the Hispanic demographic, followed closely by those in the 25‐44 age range. The
most popular outdoor activities among Hispanics are running and jogging (24%); road,
mountain, and BMX biking (15%); fishing (freshwater, saltwater, and fly) (14%); camping (car,
backyard, and RV) (13%); and hiking (9%).



Parks and recreation trends in marketing leisure services continue to emerge and should be
taken into consideration in all planning efforts, as different cultures respond differently to
marketing techniques. Engaging the Hispanic community may require parks and recreation
professionals to go into the community and interact with faith‐based organizations, sports clubs,
and social clubs.

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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Facility Trends


Design of a community’s infrastructure is directly linked to physical activity – where
environments are built with bicyclists and pedestrians in mind, more people bike and walk.
Higher levels of bicycling and walking also coincide with increased bicycle and pedestrian safety
and higher levels of physical activity. Increasing bicycling and walking make a big impact on
improving public health and life expectancy. Bicycle‐friendly communities have been emerging
over the last 10 years. In addition to being a popular recreational activity, cycling has become a
desirable, regular mode of transportation as people consider the costs and challenges of
commuting by car or public transportation, their desire for better health, and concern for the
environment.



A national trend is toward the construction of “one‐stop” indoor recreation facilities to serve all
age groups. These facilities are typically large, multipurpose regional centers that have been
observed to help increase operational cost recovery, promote user retention, and encourage
cross‐use. Parks and recreation agencies across the United States are generally working toward
increasing revenue production and cost recovery. Providing multiuse space and flexibility in
facilities versus single, specialized spaces is a trend, offering programming opportunities as well
as free‐play opportunities. “One‐stop” facilities often attract young families, teens, and adults of
all ages.



According to the National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA), swimming ranked third
nationwide among recreational activities in terms of participation in 2014. Nationally, there is an
increasing trend toward indoor leisure and therapeutic pools. Additional amenities such as
“spray pads” are popular as well.



Dog parks are increasingly popular community amenities and have remained among the top
planned addition to parks and recreational facilities over the past three years. Dog parks not
only provide safe spaces for animals to socialize and exercise; they are also places where dog
owners socialize and enjoy the outdoors. They help build a sense of community and can draw
potential new community members and tourists traveling with pets. Dog parks can be as simple
as a gated area, or more elaborate with “designed‐for‐dogs” amenities like water fountains,
agility equipment, and pet wash stations, to name a few.



Communities around the country are considering adding shade structures as well as shade trees
to their parks, playgrounds, and pools as, “a weapon against cancer and against childhood
obesity,” both to reduce future cancer risk and promote exercise among children. Trees would
help provide protection, as tree leaves absorb about 95 percent of ultraviolet radiation, but they
take a decade or more to grow large enough to make a difference. Therefore, many
communities are building shade structures instead.



Park and recreation agencies have begun installing “outdoor gyms,” with equipment
comparable to what would be found in an indoor workout facility, such as leg and chest presses,
elliptical trainers, pull down trainers, etc. Such equipment can increase the usage of parks, trails,
and other outdoor amenities while helping to fight the obesity epidemic and increase the
community’s interaction with nature.
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Programming Trends


Festivals and other special events are often popular activities in communities that not only
entertain, generate economic activity, and serve to celebrate community identity, they are also
a fantastic means of introducing people to the community’s public parks and recreation system.
Public parks and recreation agencies play a major role in planning, managing, and hosting
festivals and other community programs that often serve to draw new users into their facilities.
Participants in these special programs can become interested in visiting other parks and
recreation facilities or participating in programs.



Participation in walking for pleasure and family gatherings outdoors were the two most popular
activities for the U.S. population as a whole as reported in a 2012 report by the United States
Forest Service through the Internet Research Information Series (IRIS). These outdoor activities
were followed closely in popularity by viewing/photographing wildlife, boating, fishing, and
swimming. There has been a growing momentum in participation in sightseeing, birding, and
wildlife watching in recent years.



According to the 2015 “Participation Report” by the Physical Activity Council, over half of each
generation participates in fitness sports. Team sports are generally popular with the younger,
Generation Z age demographic, while water and racquet sports were popular with Millennials.
Outdoor and individual sports tend to have younger participants with participation decreasing
with age.



Adult sports teams of all sorts, from competitive volleyball to local flag football teams to casual
kickball, are becoming more and more popular around the country, especially among Millennials
(young adults from around 18 to early 30s) who grew up with a full extra‐curricular schedule of
team sports. Adult team sports are attractive as ways to be social, get exercise, or just for
something to do after work. Instead of the bar scene, this provides a more comfortable form of
interaction for many.



A national trend in the delivery of parks and recreation systems reflects more partnerships and
contractual agreements reaching out to the edges of the community to support specialized
services.



The majority of Americans agree that preserving undeveloped land for outdoor recreation is
important. A large percentage of outdoor participants also believe that developing local parks
and hiking and walking trails is important and that there should be more outdoor education and
activities during the school day.



Therapeutic Services bring two forms of services for persons with disabilities into play – specific
programing and inclusion services. Individuals with disabilities need not only functional skills but
to have physical and social environments in the community that are receptive to them and
accommodating individual needs. Inclusion allows individuals to determine their own interests
and follow them.

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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Conservation


Parks and public lands are critical to
the quality of life for all Americans,
and that quality of life, for anyone, in
any community, is improved by clean,
green, and accessible parks and open
space. Parks and open spaces serve an
essential role in preserving natural
resources and wildlife habitat,
protecting clean water and clean air,
and providing open space for current
and future generations.



In addition to being stewards of public
open spaces and natural resources, parks and recreation agencies are extremely well positioned
within communities to engage people of all ages with nature; educate the public about the
outdoors and environmental issues; coordinate stewardship projects with public, non‐profit,
and private entities; and lead by example in land and resource conservation efforts.



As managers of large areas of public open space, and large areas of impervious surfaces, parking
lots, and rooftops at facilities, parks and recreation agencies have been tasked with playing a
larger role in the stewardship of water resources. Storm water management, floodplain
conservation, coastal/shoreline management, and wetlands conservation are typical arenas in
which parks and recreation agencies find themselves working, and agencies should be familiar
with the various roles they will need to play in curbing water pollution and preserving natural
systems that filter water.

Trends in Marketing by Parks and Recreation Providers


Mobile marketing is a growing trend. Social websites and apps are among the most used
features on mobile phones. Popular social media marketing tools include Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, YouTube, Tagged, and LinkedIn. Private messaging apps such as Snapchat and
WhatsApp are being used more and more for live media coverage.

C. Community and Stakeholder Input
Public input meetings were held November 30 and December 1, 2015 at various locations within
Gloucester County. The meetings entailed focus groups, stakeholder and staff meetings, and an open
public forum. Focus groups were by invitation extended via parks and recreation staff with the idea of
mixing area residents and stakeholders with differing points of view to solicit broad‐based perspectives.
Each meeting was approximately 90 minutes long. A series of questions were facilitated by GreenPlay to
ensure that adequate input was received from all attendees.
There were a total of five focus groups with the public and staff. There were a total of 56 individuals that
participated to give their input.
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Strengths and Opportunities for Improvement
The residents of Gloucester County benefit from a generally good geographic distribution of parks
throughout the county, with some underserved areas. Participants embrace the fact that their parks are
visually appealing and form the heart of the community. They feel like the programs offered are well
run, diverse, affordable, and operated by dedicated employees. They specifically called out the Daffodil
Festival as one of the model programs. Participants indicate that they feel the quality of programs
offered are currently good and there is a decent balance between active and passive recreational
opportunities. Due to the popularity of programs, activities, and events, County staff does as much as
they can with limited resources, and that causes a strain on amenities. The absence of a county
operated recreation center and indoor aquatic facility were top areas for improvement for participants.
Additionally, limited public access to water was a concern for the focus groups. General items such as
lack of parking, restrooms, connectivity, dedicated bike trails/lanes, and safety were all identified as
opportunities for improvement. Along with physical improvements, improvement of communication,
the use of technology and social media, and the availability of information are also important to users.
Finally, focus group and stakeholder participants identified the need for a long‐range plan for parks,
recreation, and tourism to ensure success for the Department and the County.

Programming, activities, and locations
Gloucester County residents love their programs. Although they are generally satisfied, they do have an
apparent demand for more program offerings. Included among the additional programs are aquatics,
more fitness programs, youth leadership, outdoor recreation, therapeutic recreation programs, and
programs that maximize access to the water. Adult sports leagues, tennis, and Pickleball were all
priorities for the focus groups. As new programs are developed, participants wanted to maintain the
balance between passive and active recreation. Certain demographics may also be underserved
including seniors, tweens and teens, young professionals, and citizens with special needs.

New facilities
When asked to “dream big” the following were suggestions for new parks and recreation facilities in the
County:
 Indoor Pool
 Community/recreation center
 Mountain biking trails/multiuse trails
 Outdoor entertainment venue
 Lights for existing fields
 Splash pad
 Dog park
 Destination playground
 Additional facilities for those with disabilities
 Additional athletic fields/synthetic field
 Page Middle fitness center
 Bikeways/bike paths – connectivity

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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Values
Gloucester County residents value their parks and recreation system and feel like they get very good
service from staff. Focus Group participants want to make sure to preserve the rural character of the
county and the quality of life for residents. Users would like to see increased support for youth and
people with special needs, maintenance of what the County currently has, community engagement, and
balancing growth with preserving open space and public access to the water. Creating a work/life
balance was important to focus group participants, along with creating amenities that will attract
employers and top employees to the county.

Top Priorities
Participants in the focus group and stakeholder meetings identified priorities the County should
concentrate on over the next five years as follows:
 Maintenance and upkeep of current facilities
 Indoor swimming pool
 Recreation/community center
 Public/private partnerships – leverage resources
 Increase and improve park amenities
 Better marketing/increased use of social media and technology
 Connectivity/bike and pedestrian trails
 Foster a culture of health and wellness
 Long term sustainability of existing facilities
 Seek out alternative funding opportunities
 Acquire additional land adjacent to existing parks

D. Random Invitation Community Survey Summary
The purpose of this Needs Assessment was to gather public
feedback on Gloucester County parks and recreation facilities,
services, and programs. This survey research effort and
subsequent analysis were designed to assist Gloucester County’s
Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department in planning for
public parks and recreational facilities along with programs and
services for the next five to ten years.

This section is a summary of the
survey results. Many survey result
charts and statements are utilized
throughout this document. The
complete survey results including
the open‐ended comments can be
found in Appendix A due to the
large number of pages.

The survey was conducted using three primary methods: 1) a
mail‐back survey, 2) an online, invitation‐only web survey to
further encourage response from those residents already within
the defined invitation sample, and 3) an open‐link online survey for members of the public who were
not part of the invitation sample. The analysis primarily focuses on responses from the invitation sample
that provide a statistically valid sample. However, open link responses are additionally analyzed and
discussed in a separate section of the report, highlighting differences from the invitation sample.
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A total of 3,000 surveys were mailed to a random sample of Gloucester County residents in January
2016. After accounting for undeliverable addresses (34 total), 2,966 survey mailings were delivered and
486 responses were received, resulting in a relatively high response rate of 16.4 percent. The margin of
error for the 486 statistically valid responses is approximately +/‐ 4.5 percentage points. Additionally,
the open link survey received 280 responses.

Summary of Selected Findings
This section provides a brief overview of some of the key findings in the survey. The summary focuses
primarily on the statistically valid invitation sample.
 Current Facilities and Programs. Gloucester County residents place high importance on local
parks and recreation opportunities and are generally familiar with current offerings. Waterfront
parks, trails (biking, walking, equestrian), public water access, picnic shelters, and a
community/recreation center were rated as the most important facilities on average by
respondents (Figure 4). Of these, a community/recreation center was the only one reported as
not fully meeting the needs of the community. A swimming pool/aquatic playground was also
reported as important while not fully meeting community needs.
Figure 4: Importance of Facilities to Household

For programming, community events, wellness/health/yoga, outdoor recreation, and youth
sports receive the highest average importance ratings. All of these areas were also reported to
be meeting the community needs well.
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Programs and Special Events. Community events stood out as an area of importance to the
community, with 81 percent of respondents reporting a need or desire for such events, and over
half ranked community events as a top priority for programming. Fitness and wellness programs
followed with over half of respondents reporting a need or desire and 32 percent ranking these
programs as a top priority.



Values and Vision. The top three areas (areas selected as first, second, or third priorities) for
Gloucester County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism to focus on were maintenance of parks and
facilities, aquatic facilities/programming, and availability of indoor recreation space, as seen in
Figure 5. Aquatics were especially a priority for families with children.
Figure 5: Top Areas for Improvements
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Future Facilities, Amenities, and Services. An indoor aquatics facility was listed as a top priority
for the future by 33 percent of invitation respondents, and an additional 24 percent listed an
outdoor pool/aquatic playground as one of their top three priorities. A new
community/recreation center also received significant support as a top priority from 29 percent
of respondents and improved parks amenities with 21 percent.

Gloucester County, Virginia

Figure 6: Most Important Facilities to Add, Expand, or Improve



Financial Choices/Fees. Support is moderate to low for potential funding mechanisms, with
none of the potential options receiving a majority of support. Bonds came the closest with 47
percent overall support. Almost half of respondents say they would not be limited by increases
in user fees. When given the opportunity to allocate a hypothetical $100, respondents allocated
the most to new aquatics facilities with an average allocation of $22 followed by $16 on average
for improvements to and maintenance of existing parks.

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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III. Inventory and Operations Analysis
A. Summary of Services
The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department
strives to help citizens live healthy lives, thereby
encouraging them to participate fully in their
community. Additionally, they work to be good
stewards of the environment and promote
stewardship among the citizenry so that the
people might value the place where they live
and actively engage with their surroundings and
each other through recreational activities.
The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department
is responsible for a variety of services utilized by
residents and tourists. Services offered are based upon public demand, improving the quality of life of
the citizenry, creating a positive effect on the local economy, and acting as good stewards to the natural
environment. The Department provides numerous recreational programs such as athletics and
enrichment classes for people of all ages and abilities. Resident participation fosters in them a sense of
ownership in the community, which in turn generates social involvement and environmental
stewardship. The Department keeps pace with the recreational needs of its constituents and responds
positively to citizen input.
The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department consists of four (4) program areas of responsibility:
 Park Operations
 Recreation
 Daffodil Festival
 Tourism
Parks and Recreation develops and implements leisure time activities that promote positive
opportunities to enhance the quality of life for youth, teens, adults, and seniors and encourages
physical, creative, and imaginative participation that serves and expands the interest and opportunities
for participants beyond school, work, or home. Activities are held in parks, on public grounds, and on
school properties. Partnerships with athletic leagues, civic clubs, and local businesses are encouraged
and help to ensure that more needs are met and services are not duplicated.
Gloucester County has eight public parks that are operated and maintained by the Department.
 Abingdon Park
 Gloucester Point Beach Park
 Ark Park
 Hunter’s Run Park
 Beaverdam Park
 Tyndall’s Point Park
 Brown Park
 Woodville Park
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Park features include athletic fields, park shelters and
picnic areas, historically and culturally significant
properties, hiking trails, playgrounds, the skateboard
spot, passive recreation opportunities, and more. Staff
is responsible for general maintenance and
landscaping, as well as preparing ballfields on school
grounds and at parks for Department activities. The
Department assists with the maintenance of public
boat landings and works closely with the Department
of Game and Inland Fisheries and the Virginia
Department of Transportation to keep more than a
dozen boat landings and fishing piers available for
public use.
In addition to offering recreational activities, the Department sponsors and co‐sponsors many special
events, including its signature event, the Daffodil Festival, holiday celebrations, living history programs,
and other community occasions. The Department’s tourism initiative involves promoting the County as a
tourist destination and assisting with the development of new tourist related businesses. The
Department operates a State‐Certified Visitor Center in the Historic Court Circle and coordinates with a
private sector business that operates a second State‐Certified Visitor Center at Gloucester Point on
behalf of the County.
The Department relies on tax dollars as well as fees and charges, grants, donations, and fund raising for
its operations. Park Partners, Inc., a local non‐profit organization, supports the Department by helping to
fund park construction, providing funds for the purchase of equipment and offering scholarships for
people who cannot afford activity fees. Volunteers play a pivotal role with the Department and reduce
program and event expenses.
The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department is divided into four program areas: Park Operations,
Recreation, Daffodil Festival, and Tourism. Staff from each area often work together on related activities
such as holding athletic programs within a county park and assisting with county events and parades.
Working in this way allows the Department to be efficient with staff time and resources.

Park Operations
Park Operations is responsible for the operation and maintenance of eight (8) county parks. In addition
to maintaining the parks and trails year‐round, staff also assists with the upkeep of public boat landings,
providing direct assistance to the public through reserving facilities, renting equipment, and the sale of
bait and snacks.
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Park Operations include:
 Providing youth, adult, and family enrichment through nature related programs
 Recruiting, hiring, training, and supervising park volunteers
 Conducting playground inspections by a Certified Playground Inspector
 Customer Service – assisting park visitors; responding to inquiries; and handling registrations,
reservations, sales, and rentals
 Organizing and overseeing special events, including set‐up and take down of equipment
 Grounds and facilities maintenance – parks, athletic fields, and boat landings
 Patrolling and supervision of facilities
 Fundraising – hold events, seek sponsorships, grants, and solicit donations
 Administration – managing operating and capital funds, hiring and training part‐time and full‐
time employees, and serving on and working with multiple committees

Recreation
Administrative and marketing tasks for the Department are handled by Parks and Recreation staff. This
work includes answering the bulk of the Department’s public inquiries, managing the majority of
personnel and financial paperwork, producing four Beehive inserts, maintaining social media sites,
submitting press releases, etc. In addition, part‐time employees and independent contractors instruct
classes. Activities are held in parks, schools, and occasionally in privately owned facilities. Volunteers
play a key role as coaches and referees and in assisting with events and festivals. Staff solicits donations,
organizes fundraisers, and writes grants to supplement activity fees and charges.
Recreation Services include:
 Providing sports, enrichment, and education activities for youth and adults
 Providing programs for older adults and people with special needs
 Recruiting, hiring, training, and supervising volunteers, part‐time, and contractual staff
 Customer Service – responding to inquiries and handling registrations, reservations, sales, and
rentals
 Organizing and overseeing special events and festivals including set‐up and take down of
equipment
 Marketing – social media, website, Beehive, press releases, Constant Contact, etc.
 Fundraising – holding events, seeking sponsorships and grants, and soliciting donations
 Administration – managing operating and capital funds; serving on and working with multiple
committees
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Daffodil Festival
The Department works with a volunteer committee to plan and produce Gloucester’s largest annual
event. Full‐time and part‐time staff assist with logistics, finances, marketing, risk management, and
other tasks in coordination with the committee.
Daffodil Festival Services include:
 Marketing and Advertising – local, regional, and statewide promotions; website; and social
media
 Customer Service – responding to inquiries from potential vendors, sponsors, registrants, and
attendees
 Organizing and assisting with setting‐up and take down of equipment
 Special Projects – managing beautification efforts, scholarships, grants, etc.
 Organizing and coordinating events at the Festival such as the parade, entertainment, arts and
crafts, etc.
 Fundraising – sales, seek sponsorships, and solicit donations
 Administration – managing funds; serving on and working with multiple committees

Tourism
Tourism staff promote Gloucester County as a destination for visitors, organize events, care for historic
buildings, and assist with the development of tourism related assets. With the help of volunteer
docents, the Division operates the Museum of History and a state‐certified visitors center. Staff assists
with the production of special events such as historical reenactments, Concerts on the Green, as well as
assisting the Historical Committee in its efforts to collect, study, and preserve historical records and
promote preservation and restoration of historically significant buildings and sites.
Tourism Services include:
 Recruiting, hiring, training, and supervising volunteers and part‐time staff
 Customer Service – responding to inquiries, greet and assist visitors, and coordinate group tours
 Operating of County Museum of History and Visitor Centers
 Organizing and assisting with special events and festivals including set‐up and take down of
equipment
 Marketing – designing and producing advertising pieces, and creating special promotion exhibit
and displays
 Administration – managing operating and capital funds; serving on and working with multiple
committees
 Assisting with the preservation and care of historic buildings
 Collecting and maintaining historic records
 Fundraising – sales, holding events, seeking sponsorships and grants, and soliciting donations
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Highlights of the parks and amenities in Gloucester County









Abingdon Park is focused on athletics and is leased property.
Ark Park is focused on athletics and is leased property.
Beaverdam Park has a 635 acre lake with park access at two locations which are connected by a
trail system along the lake. Amenities include two picnic shelters and one indoor facility
available for rent, boat rentals, miles of multi‐use trails, and more.
Brown Park, donated by a citizen group to the County, is over 19 acres in size and is
undeveloped other than a skateboard park.
Gloucester Point Beach Park is a five‐acre waterfront parcel on the York River and provides
swimming, fishing, and boating access.
Hunter’s Run Park is a small neighborhood lot provided by the subdivision developer.
Tyndall’s Point Park surrounds a parcel owned by the National Park Service and is the site of the
oldest forts in the Country.
Woodville Park, a 100‐acre site, is Gloucester County’s largest park and features seven athletics
fields, two ponds, a memorial garden, teaching garden, walking trail, and more.

B. Department Operational Considerations
Program Development
Understanding core services in the delivery of parks and recreation services will allow the Gloucester
County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department to improve upon those areas while developing
strategies to assist in the delivery of other services. The basis of determining core services should come
from the vision and mission developed by the County, as well as what brings the greatest community
benefit in balance with the competencies of the Department, current trends, and the market.
The Department should pursue program development around the priorities identified by customer
feedback, program evaluation process, and research. Moreover, new leisure and recreation trends may
drive different needs. It is very easy to focus on programs that have worked for a number of years,
especially if they are still drawing enough interested participants to justify the programs continuation.
Using historical participation levels to determine program popularity and participant feedback can be
helpful in deciding if programs should be continued. In addition, utilizing citizen surveys and participant
feedback, and researching trends in park and recreational programming are useful in determining future
programming needs and desires. Sources for trends information include:
 State Parks and Recreation Associations and Conferences
 National Recreation and Parks Association
 International Health, Racquet, and Sports Association
 Parks and Recreation Trade Publications
 Outdoor Recreation Publications

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Needs Assessment
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Program Evaluation
All current programs should be evaluated annually to determine if they should be continued, changed
(market segment focus, time/day offered, etc.), or discontinued. A few simple questions should be asked
about each program that include:
 Is participation increasing or decreasing? If participation is increasing, then it could clearly mean
that the program should be continued. If participation is decreasing, are there any steps to take
to increase interest? Such efforts include changing marketing tactics, changing the time/day the
program is offered, and/or changing the format or instructor. If not, it may be time to
discontinue the program.
 Is there information contained in the participation feedback that can be used to improve the
program?
 Are cost recovery goals being met? If not, can fees be realistically increased?
 Is there another provider of the program that is more suitable to offer it? If yes, the Department
could provide referrals for its customers for the program it does not or is not willing or able to
offer.
 Is this program taking up facility space that could be used for expansion of more popular
programs or new programs in demand by the community?

Financial Analysis
The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department’s programs and facilities are currently funded through a
combination of revenue sources, including General Fund, User Fees, Impact Fees, and Partnerships. Like
most cities across the United States, Gloucester County experienced reduced budgets following the
economic downturn following 2008 for most services. The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department
was no exception and has made every effort to maintain its high quality facilities, programs, and services
with fewer resources, and by developing a cost recovery philosophy. As the economy is recovering,
Gloucester County is investing in quality of services for citizens through General Fund contributions to
the Department as well as capital investments from the General Fund.

Funding Resources
There are a variety of mechanisms that local governments can employ to provide services and to make
public improvements. Parks and recreation operating and capital development funding typically comes
from conventional sources such as sales, use, and property tax referenda voted upon by the community,
along with developer exactions. Operating funds are typically capped by legislation; may fluctuate based
on the economy, public spending, or assessed valuation; and may not always keep up with inflationary
factors. In the case of capital development, “borrowed funds” sunset with the completion of loan
repayment and are not available to carry‐over or re‐invest without voter approval. Explained below are
the salient points of traditional funding sources. Many of these strategies may be currently in use to
some extent by your agency.
General or Operating Fund
Parks and recreation services are typically funded by an agency’s General or Operating Fund, which can
be comprised of property tax, sales tax, and other compulsory charges levied by a government for the
purpose of financing services performed for the common benefit of a community. These funds may also
come from resources such as inter‐governmental agreements, reimbursements, and interest and may
include such revenue sources as franchise taxes, licenses and permits, fees, transfers in, reserves,
interest income, and miscellaneous other incomes.
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Property Tax
Property tax revenue often funds park and recreation special districts and may be used as a dedicated
source for capital development. When used for operation funding, it often makes the argument for
charging resident and non‐resident fee differentials.
General Obligation Bonds
Bonded indebtedness issued with the approval of the electorate for capital improvements and general
public improvements.
Revenue Bonds
Bonds used for capital projects that will generate revenue for debt service where fees can be set aside
to support repayment of the bond. These are typically issued for water, sewer or drainage charges, and
other enterprise type activities.
Inter‐governmental Agreements
Contractual relationships could be established between two or more local units of government and/or
between a local unit of government and a non‐profit organization for the joint usage/development of
sports fields, regional parks, or other facilities.

Pricing Philosophy Recommendations
Parks and recreation facilities, programs, and services are very important to the community and are in
high demand. However, not all facilities, programs, and services are equal. In general, the more a
facility, program, or service provides a community benefit to citizens of Gloucester County as a whole,
the more that element is paid for by all citizens as part of the County’s general fund as an investment in
the community. The more a facility, program, or service provides individual benefits, the more that
element is paid for by user fees. This funding and cost recovery philosophy acknowledges the
tremendous public benefits of parks and recreation to the community, not only in the obvious ways it
provides recreational opportunities to the citizens, but for the sometimes unrecognized benefits of
promoting economic development, crime prevention, and community health.
Park Maintenance
Park maintenance benefits the entire community and is funded from the County’s General Fund.

Marketing
Marketing and communication were top priorities during all elements of community input and needs
assessment. Focus group participants indicated that it was a top area for improvement for the
Department. Survey respondents rated marketing and communication as the top priority that, if
addressed, would increase their use of facilities. Additionally, survey respondents specifically wrote in
comments about the need to improve communication and marketing. Therefore, it is important that the
Department improve communication with residents about program/event offerings and Department
information.
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Organizational Analysis
GreenPlay broadly assessed the organizational and management structure of the Parks, Recreation, and
Tourism Department and its staffing to determine effectiveness and efficiency in meeting current and
future departmental responsibilities as related to the community’s needs. The needs assessment –
including input from staff interviews, community, and key stakeholder engagement, along with the
consultant’s expertise – has identified a few areas for operational enhancement.
These key organizational issues identified and observed as areas for improvement include:
 Better marketing and communication of activities
 Increase use of social media
 Improve the website so it is current and usable for patrons
 Increase the utilization of technology to improve customer service and efficiencies

28

Gloucester County, Virginia

IV. Great Things to Come – Summary of
Overall Analysis
Public leaders in the United States are increasingly recognizing that public recreation facilities and
related “quality of life” amenities are not secondary services provided by governmental agencies but are
in fact integral to creating communities where people want to live, work, learn, and visit. These services
should be seen as investments in the long‐term vitality and economic sustainability of any vibrant and
attractive community. Community leaders recognize that parks and recreation facilities and services in
addition to public open space are essential to attracting and keeping the working class in communities.
These investments encourage economic growth and contribute to Gloucester County continuing to be
“The Land of Life Worth Living.” The Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department recognizes this and
seeks to make recreational and services improvements, enhancing the community for years to come.

A. Areas of Focus and Action Steps
The following Areas of Focus with Action Steps are outlined to create a process to move forward. Over
the next five to ten years, many influences will impact the success of the development of future
facilities, programs, and services. Funding availability, staff buy‐in, and political and community support
will play significant roles in future planning efforts.
Area of Focus 1: Ensure continuation of the high quality recreation facilities, parks, trails, open spaces,
programs, and services residents of Gloucester County have come to expect.
Actions
1.1
Complete a comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Master Plan.
 Complete quantitative and qualitative inventory and map of
parks, trails, open space, and recreational facilities, including
level of service and gap analysis.
 Provide an analysis of current programs and services in relation
to survey results, identified gaps and unmet needs, market
conditions, and alternative providers.
 Identify priorities of future development of parks, programs, and
facilities (including: outdoor amphitheater, aquatics center,
additional recreation center, trails, bikeways, etc.).
 Develop capital improvement plan, cost, and phasing
recommendations and implementation plan for priority
items/projects.
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Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement

Staff
Time/Professional
Services ($40,000
to $60,000)

Timeframe to
Complete

2016/2017
Research
2017/2018
RFP & Bid Process;
Master Plan
Development
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1.2
Create a short‐term plan to address immediate needs and priority projects
in coordination with the FY17 and FY18 Budget Development and capital
improvement project (CIP) annual review.
 Increase park maintenance to meet current demand for services
and develop plan for future growth.
 Address park maintenance projects and annual maintenance
needs.
 Address aging infrastructure.
 Staff appropriately to meet current and future demands, and
maintain the current quality of service to citizens and visitors.
1.3
Identify strategies for maintaining the quality of current programs and
services in a cost effective manner.
 Coordinate with other departments to maximize cost savings in
parks, trails, open park spaces, and facilities.
 Utilize various evaluation methods and instruments to measure
level of service in programs offered to the community.
 Emphasize continued training and mentoring of staff to ensure
continuous improvement and customer satisfaction.
1.4
Nurture and promote relationships to maximize partnerships and
agreements with community based organizations and businesses, as well
as other service providers.

Staff Time/Capital
Funding/General
Funding

2016 – 2018

Staff Time/Staff
Training/TBD

Ongoing

Staff Time

Ongoing

Area of Focus 2: Explore opportunities to add an indoor aquatic facility and a recreation/community center.
Actions
2.1
Conduct a Feasibility Study to determine services required to fund, build,
and operate an indoor aquatic center and a recreation/community center.
2.2
Explore opportunities to partner with other services providers in the
community to build and operate an indoor aquatic center and
recreation/community center. Potential partners include:
 Gloucester County Public Schools
 Riverside Fitness and Wellness
 Rappahannock Community College
 YMCA
 Boys and Girls Club
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Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement
Professional
Consultant
Services

Staff
Time/Professional
Services if needed

Timeframe to
Complete
2017 – 2018

2017 – 2018
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Area of Focus 3: Increase and improve park amenities.
Actions
3.1
Using the results of the Needs Assessment Survey and the community
engagement process, create a plan to address identified amenity needs
at parks and beaches.
3.2
Implement current park master plans or create individual park master
plans to address upgrades to parks and installation or improvements to
amenities. Parks identified were:
 Woodville Park
 Beaverdam Park
 Gloucester Point Park
 Tyndall’s Point

Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement

Timeframe to
Complete

Staff Time

2016 – 2017

Staff
Time/Professional
Services/Capital
Funding

2017 – 2022

Area of Focus 4: Evaluate current program and service delivery to ensure that it reflects the cultural diversity
and needs of Gloucester County.
Actions
4.1
Look for opportunities to increase community special events.
4.2
Increase programming of aquatics, wellness/fitness, cultural
programming, outdoor recreation, and for special needs populations.
4.3
Look for opportunities to provide additional programming for families,
seniors, and teens.
4.4
Continue to evaluate current program offerings to determine viability,
need, and current trends.
4.5
Develop a resource allocation and cost recovery philosophy, model,
and policy that is grounded in the values, vision, and mission of the
Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department.
4.6
Establish a pricing methodology that continuously reflects community
values, while generating adequate revenues to sustain the County
facilities, and Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department programs
and services.
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Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement
Staff Time/Program
Materials

Timeframe to
Complete
Ongoing

Staff Time/Program
Materials

Ongoing

Staff Time/Program
Materials

Ongoing

Staff Time/Program
Materials

Ongoing

Staff
Time/Professional
Services if needed

2017 – 2018

Staff
Time/Professional
Services if needed

2017 – 2018
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Area of Focus 5: Increase connectivity with pathways and trails.
Actions
5.1
As part of a comprehensive master planning process, inventory and map
the current trails and pathways in Gloucester County.
5.2
Look for opportunities to improve existing or develop new trails and
pathways within the current park system.

Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement
Staff
Time/Consultant
Services
Capital Cost Varies
based on Location

Timeframe to
Complete
2018 – 2019

2017 – 2022

Area of Focus 6: Develop comprehensive marketing, communication, and community engagement strategy
for Parks, Recreation, and Tourism programs and services.
Actions
6.1
Develop and implement a Marketing Plan to guide the Department
efforts to increase community awareness of programs and services
offered.
6.2
The Marketing Plan should include strategies to increased registrations,
user participation, and community engagement. Better utilize
technology to provide convenient consumer based access to registration
and other services.
 Online registration and payment
 Improved Website presence
 Better use of Social Media
6.3
The Marketing Plan should include signage branding and wayfinding
strategies to increase citizen and visitor awareness of facilities.

Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement

Timeframe to
Complete

Staff
Time/Marketing
Funds

2017 – 2018

Staff
Time/Marketing
Funds

2017 – 2018

Staff
Time/Marketing
Funds

2017 – 2018

Area of Focus 7: Continue to preserve the heritage, culture, and open space that makes Gloucester County
unique.
Actions
7.1
Continue to look for opportunities to acquire additional open space and
preserve cultural assets within the county.
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Resource
Impact/Budget
Requirement

Timeframe to
Complete

Staff Time/Capital
Funds

Ongoing
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Appendix A – Statistically‐Valid Survey
Report and Open Ended Comments
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Appendix One: Survey Instrument
Gloucester County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism
Needs Assessment Survey
April 2016

GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION, & TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY
1.

How long have you lived in Gloucester County?
County? ________ Years OR  Check here if less than a year

2.

In wh
which district of Gloucester County do you live?
live?
 Abingdon
 Gloucester Point
 Petsworth

 Ware

 York

 Don’t know (please provide zip code ___________)

CURRENT PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES
3.

How knowledgeable/familiar are you and your household with parks, recreation and tou
tourism
ourism facilities, programs and services the County provides?
NOT AT ALL FAMILIAR

1
4.

NEUTRAL

2

4

5

On a scale of 1 to 5, how important to you and your household is the availability of local parks, recreation and tou
tourism
ourism opportunities in Gloucester County?
County?
NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT

1
5.

VERY FAMILIAR

3

NEUTRAL

2

VERY IMPORTANT

3

4

5

Please rate how important the following facilities or programs are to your household.
household. B: Then rate
rate how they are meeting the needs of your
community.
community. Please provide an answer for A and B whether you have used the facility/program
facility/program or not. (DK/NA means “Don’t Know”
Know” or “Not
Applicable”
Applicable”)
A) IMPORTANCE TO YOUR
YOUR HOUSEHOLD

FACILITIES
Swimming pool/aquatic playground
Athletic fields (soccer, softball, football etc.)
Camping (group, family, equestrian)
Community center/recreation center
Dog parks
Equestrian facilities (show rings, camping)
Outdoor basketball courts
Trails (biking, walking, equestrian)
Picnic shelters
Playgrounds
Public water access (boat landing, fishing, etc.)
Senior centers
Skate parks
Tennis courts
Volleyball courts
Waterfront park (swim, picnic, sunbath, etc.)
Other facility:_____________________

NOT AT ALL
IMPORTANT

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

NEUTRAL

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

B) MEETING
MEETING THE NEEDS OF YOUR COMMUNITY

VERY
IMPORTANT

DK/
NA

NOT
AT ALL

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

VERY
IMPORTANT

DK/
NA

NOT
AT ALL

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

A) IMPORTANCE TO YOUR
YOUR HOUSEHOLD

PROGRAMS
Adult education (computer, workforce, etc.)
Adult enrichment (hobby classes)
Community events (festivals, concerts, etc.)
Group travel (motorcoach seniors, family trips)
Outdoor recreation programs
Senior programs
Specialty camps (nature, sports, education)
Teen programs
Wellness/health/yoga programs
Youth enrichment programs
Youth education programs
Youth sports
Other program: ____________________

NOT AT ALL
IMPORTANT

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

NEUTRAL

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

SOMEWHAT

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

COMPLETELY

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

DK/
NA

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

B) MEETING THE NEEDS OF YOUR COMMUNITY
SOMEWHAT

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

COMPLETELY

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

DK/
NA

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

PROGRAMS, ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS
6.

Please indicate if your family participates in or would like to participate in any of the following activities (please check all that apply)
apply)::
 Adaptive (therapeutic) recreation
08)  Community events (e.g. festivals,
15)  Senior programs
 Adult education (computer,
parades, concerts)
16)  Summer camps
workforce, etc.)
09)  Family programs
17)  Swim lessons/aquatic programs
03)  Adult enrichment (hobby classes)
10)  Fitness and wellness programs
18)  Teen programs
04)  After school programs
11)  Group travel (motorcoach seniors,
19)  Tennis programs
05)  Arts programs
family trips)
20)  Youth enrichment programs
06)  Athletic leagues - youth
12)  Intergenerational programs
21)  Youth education programs
07)  Athletic leagues – adult
13)  Outdoor recreation programs
22)  Other_________________
14)  Nature programs
01)
02)

7.

priorities
ies to you and your household in Gloucester County?
Which three items from the list above are the highest priorit
County? (INSERT NUMBERS)
Most important #______ Second most important #______ Third most important #______

VALUES AND VISION
8.

What top three issues should parks, recreation and tou
tourism
ourism focus on improving? Insert a “1” to the left of the category that is your top priority.
priority. Then
select up to 2 more issues that you think are priorities for improvement using either a checkmark or an ‘X’. Please select only
only three items.
Handicapped accessibility within parks
Health and wellness
Land preservation/acquisition
Family-oriented activities
Connectivity between trails and facilities
Safety and security in parks
Maintenance of parks and facilities
Heritage, historical, cultural preservation
Availability of indoor recreation space

Customer service
Developing new parks in under-served areas
Community-wide special events
Expanded programs and classes for all ages
Aquatic facilities/programming
Public water access
Affordability of service
Signage/wayfinding
Other (Please explain: _____________________)

Use this space to include comments on your responses here:

FUTURE FACILITIES, AMENITIES, AND SERVICES
9.

What are the three most important areas that, if addressed by the County,
County, would increase your utilization of Gloucester County parks, recreation, and
cultural facilities? Please select up to 3 choices.
choices.
01)  Accessibility
08)  Pricing/user fees
02)  Additional facilities and amenities
09)  Programs I want
03)  Awareness of programs (communications)
10)  Quality of equipment
04)  Condition/maintenance of parks or buildings
11)  Safety and security
05)  Customer service/staff knowledge
12)  Wi-Fi connectivity
06)  Hours of operation
13)  Other
07)  Parking
Use this space to specify and expand upon your selected responses here:
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10. What are
are the greatest needs for indoor and outdoor facilities to be added or improved upon in Gloucester County over the next 55-10 years?
years?
NOT AT ALL
IMPORTANT

INDOOR FACILITIES
01) Indoor aquatics facility
02) Indoor courts or field house (basketball, volleyball, lacrosse, etc.)
03) New community/recreation center
04) Performing arts center
05) Public meeting/classroom space
OUTDOOR FACILITIES
06) Archery/shooting range
07) Boat rentals
08) Dog parks
09) Equestrian facilities
10) Exercise stations along trails in parks
11) Facilities accessible for those with disabilities
12) Improved park amenities (drinking fountains, restrooms, benches, etc.)
13) Lights for outdoor athletic facilities
14) Nature center
15) New parks (specify where: _________________________________)
16) Pickleball courts
17) Outdoor pool/aquatic playground
18) Outdoor venue for concerts and performances
19) Outdoor athletic fields/courts (specify type:_____________________)
20) Pathways & trails in parks (specify where:______________________)
21) Pathways & trails along streets (specify where:___________________)
22) Playgrounds
23) Other (indoor or outdoor facility:_____________________________)

VERY
IMPORTANT

NEUTRAL

1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4

5
5
5
5
5

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

11. Please select your top three priorities from question 10. Insert
Insert one number from the list above that would be you and your household’s highest priority to
be added, expanded, or improved in Gloucester County followed by your second and third priorities.
priorities.
Most important #______ Second most important #______ Third most important #______
COMMUNICATION
12. What is the best way to reach you with information on parks, recreation and tou
tourism
ourism facilities/services/
facilities/services/programs
ies/services/programs?
programs? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)
APPLY)
01)  Local media (TV, radio, newspaper)
06)  Social networking (e.g., Twitter, Facebook)
02)  Beehive publication
07)  E-mail from the County
03)  At the recreation facilities/program location
08)  School flyers
04)  Word of mouth
09)  Utility bill inserts
05)  Internet/website
10)  Other (Please specify: ______________________)
FINANCIAL CHOICES/FEES
CHOICES/FEES
Gloucester County receives taxes and grants to build parks, recreation and tou
tourism
ourism facilities, and trails. Additional funds are required for the operations and
maintenance of new facilities. User fees, grants, and donations offset some costs.
13. In order to construct a community center, new trails, add restrooms, or make other
other improvements to parks
parks and recreation facilities, additional capital
funds will be needed. Which of the following, if any, would you support to provide the necessary funds?

Increase in real estate tax
Increase in personal property tax
Bonds (long-term borrowing)
New dedicated sales tax

DEFINITELY
NOT SUPPORT

PROBABLY
NOT SUPPORT

NEUTRAL

PROBABLY
SUPPORT

DEFINITELY
SUPPORT

DON’T KNOW/
UNCERTAIN

1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4

5
5
5
5

x
x
x
x
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14. If adjustments to fees were made,
made, due to increasing costs to provide the programs or services you use or the facilities you visit, which of the following
best describes the potential impact, if any, that fee increases would have on your current level of participation?
 Moderate fee increases would not limit my/our ability to participate at all
 Moderate fee increases would limit my/our participation somewhat or would have a minor impact on the ability to participate
 Moderate fee increases would limit my/our participation significantly
 Don't know/uncertain
15. Using $5 increments, if you had $100 to spend on parks,
parks, recreation,
recreation, and tourism facilities, services and/or programs,
programs, how would you allocate that $100
across the following categories? You may also leave any items
items blank for no allocation, but please make sure your total is $100.
$______ Add more pathways/trails
$______ Add new parks
$______ Add new community center
$______ Add new aquatic facilities (e.g., indoor or outdoor pool, aquatic playground, etc.)
$______ Add outdoor athletic fields and courts
$______ Expand programs and activities (e.g., more teen programs, senior programs, etc.)
$______ Improve and/or renovate and maintain existing park facilities
$______ Other enhancements such as: _________________________________________________
$ 100
SUGGESTIONS
16. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions that you would like to of
offer
fer regarding parks, recreation,
recreation, and tourism facilities, services and
programs in Gloucester County?
County?

DEMI
lassifying your responses . . .
Just a few more questions about yourself to assist in cclassifying
17. Please indicate your gender:
 Male
 Female
18. What is your age?
 Under 25
 25 - 34
 35 - 44
 45 – 54
19.

 55 - 64
 65 - 74
 75 or over

Which of these categories best applies to your household?
 Single, no children
 Single with children at home
 Single, grown children no longer at home
 Couple, no children
 Couple with children at home
 Couple, grown children no longer at home

20. Do you own or rent your residence in Gloucester County?
County?
 Own
 Rent
 Other

21.

Does your household have a need for ADAADA-accessible (Americans
with Disabilities) facilities and services?
 Yes  No

22.

Which of these categories best describes the total gross annual
income of your household (before taxes)?
 Under $25,000
 $100,000 – 149,999
 $25,000 – 49,999
 $150,000 – 199,999
 $50,000 – 74,999
 $200,000 – 249,999
 $75,000 – 99,999
 $250,000 or more

23.

Are you of Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin?
 Yes
 No

24.

What race do you consider yourself to be?
 White
 Asian, Asian Indian or Pacific Islander
 Native American
 Black or African American
 Other: _________________________

Thank you for taking the time to share your opinions.
Your input will be of value in Gloucester County Parks, Recreation and Tourism’s long term planning effort.
effort.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Abingdon

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Ark Park gate not always open for field hockey and grass not cut.
Also, I believe there should be a better system to order pictures. For
example online would be good, not going through a coach.

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

I think it is ridiculous to have a waiting list for any Parks and Rec
programs. Add classes if this occurs, they is obviously a need. It's
better than turning people away.
If Gloucester County wants to improve revenue, you must attract
young families. Gloucester caters to the elder, which are important
but don't provide much revenue.
It would be really great if more of the parks and rec funds were spent
on activities that were inclusive of more age and interest groups. It
has appeared to me for a long time that Parks & Rec focus only on
Need a community center near Abingdon or the Poit area. Location
too far away will limit attendance of most residents.

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Recommend consultant brought in for the short term. We believe
Gloucester has a tremendous opportunity here which will ultimately
generate significant revenue. I applaud this survey and effort - I hope
something positive comes from this to put us on the map.

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation
Invitation

Abingdon
Abingdon

No
No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

A decent Farmer's Market in a more accessible site (which is now on
Main St. and is a joke. That's our supervisors for you.)
Advertise the shooting sports sked in the greater Hampton Roads
area. If you build it and broadcast fees they will come!
Beaverdam is perfect. Enhancing it would ruin it.
Existing auditoriums in the county should be more user friendly,
affordable and readily available
Great programs exist for our youth which is #1 priority in my opinion

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
All fees paid toward parks and rec programs should go back to parks
and rec - 100% - NO fees should be going into the general fund

I am a 79-year-old occupying a single household. The most use I have
is an organizational picnic in September each year at Whitcomb
Lodge, Beaverdam Park.
I am presently being taxed as if my property on Aberdeen Creek had
water access at low tide. Bridge it to allow this access.
I find it appalling that the County would consider increasing taxes for
parks when it can't afford to increase salaries for teachers. My wife
hasn't had a raise in six years. Parks don't come close to be an
essential service.
I'd love to ride my bike but I don't want to DIE because there aren't
any bike lanes that I know of
Increase access to high-speed Wifi
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

District
Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon

Children
No
No
No
No
No
No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation
Invitation

Abingdon
Abingdon

No
No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

Yes
Yes

RRC Associates

Additional Comments or Suggestions
Is there a dog park in Gloucester?
Keep the director!
Low price for seniors or free
Maybe some computer classes at the schools
Need leadership
Our county has grown so much over the years and we need many
more programs/facilities to attract our adult, senior and kids. My kids
all took advantage of sports and programs parks & rec had available
at the time and loved it. Thanks!
Parks and rec does an incredible job with what they have to work
with. Amal and Billy are phenominal employees. Fees collected by
P&R should be dedicated to their budget not become politicians
playthings in the General Fund!
Use the "old Page" site to build a new recreation facilities
We use Beaver Dam Park - I am uncomfortable signing in for others
to see - feels unsafe
Work with schools more! Cut director salary! I notice nothing said
about soccer? Thanks
Could volunteer community groups like boy scouts help with
maintenance. Sometimes the parks look run down and dirty. A fresh
look, even some landscaping and flowers would help.
I am glad to see this investigation - EVERY, I mean EVERY surrounding
county has better services. They all have pools, 4th of July fireworks,
etc. Why don't we.
I think Carol and staff continue to do a marvelous knowledgeable and
diverse service to the community of Gloucester County
If money was raised, taxes or bonds - need checks and balances.
Gloucester County Board of Supervisors does not have county's
residents full trust.
Interconnecting trails through large open land in East Central
Gloucester
It is very important that there is a indoor/outdoor recreation center
that is kid friendly. I am a mom of 5 and would love to be able to take
my kids somewhere indoors.
Our family has always placed a high value on public parks. We
consider Gloucester parks to be superior. They are an enriching
feature in the community and I know my opinion is shared by many
of my friends. We depend on the parks!
Pocahontas was from Gloucester, yet we hae no Native American
celebrations
Thank you for providing the opportunity to give feedback
Trying to be thorough I'm sure but survey is too long
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Don't know

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

We have been to the county water parks in Charleston, SC. They are
wonderful places and it would be great to have something similar.

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

We need more activities and places for kids/teens before/after
school and weekends and summer to keep them off the streets and
away from gangs, drugs and violence

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

Yes
Yes

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

We need more free community events
Would love to see a dog park, outdoor pool and track and field
program
A local-artist craft and art event monthly on a Saturday could include
Farmer's Market. Central location on or near Main Street. Support
and publicity by the county.
Add bicycle/walking trails along roads to facilitate wellness and
access without use of motor vehicles. Florida has done a great job of
providing bicycle/walking trails in every locality.
All money collected by the PR&T should stay in the PR&T account and
not be allowed to be used by any other county organization!! Do not
allow funds to be placed in the county general fund!!

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

No
No

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
We drive to Williamsburg, NN, or V Beach just for playgrounds.
Driving an hour to play is not convenient. Very curious to know
exactly where my tax dollars are going. Obviously not roads; parks
are nonexistent; schools are terrible.

Dog parks, more programs for adults with disabilities, art classes for
adults
Having the needed facilities for classes offered that are outfitted for
the specific classes
I believe the county personnel do a very good job maintaining our
current facilities - we just need more updated facilities that provide
access for all of our community not just some
I don't hear much about Park & Rec. Advertise in Gloucester Gazette
to notify/educate the public.
I would like to see the county explore funding raising for some of the
new projects. I feel business and citizens would contribute a great
deal of money and materials if given the opportunity. I would suggest
we build a large playground such as Newport News and Williamsburg
have done by employing fund raising and volunteer labor to do the
construct ion. Lets get back to a community involvement to conquer
our needs.
improve the parks we have
In general, very satisfied considering our small population. Available
budgets appear well managed.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Don't know

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Yes

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Yes

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Yes

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Yes

Invitation

Gloucester Point

No

Invitation

Gloucester Point

No

Invitation

Gloucester Point

No

Invitation

Gloucester Point

No

Invitation

Gloucester Point

No

Invitation
Invitation

Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point

No
No

Invitation
Invitation

Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point

No
No

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
No
Keep up the good work! Thank you for allowing me to participate in
this survey. By the way, what is pickleball?
No
We should have Virginia Beach souvenirs
Good luck with the survey. Hopefully the County Board members will
start to help with the finances for expanding these type of great
projects.
Yes
Communities will become A) Learning deserts barren of learning
resources or B) An oasis teeming with dynamic learning ecosystems.
Unfortunately, Gloucester is A.
Yes
I mentioned I would like an archery range earlier in the survey. A
firearms range would also be a great benefit in my opinion.
More offerings, greater variety of classes and activities needed in one
central location
Our parks and rec make Gloucester a sweeter place to live. You do a
great job :)
There are some great parks in Gloucester County, but I think some
are underutilized. A splash pad could be a great addition and a great
draw to the young families moving to the point.
Why do the middle schools not have football teams? 8th graders
shouldn't be playing at the high school.
Everyone is not into sports - youth and young adults need to be
considered. They should be high on the list.
Gloucester County should keep a sufficient number and variety of
parks clean, in good condition, and available to residents and visitors,
and let volunteer community groups, the Y, B&G Club, etc. provide
the programs. Tax dollars are not needed for that.
I should be more aware of what my community has to offer. WE have
boats and tend to create our own entertainment. Beaverdam Park is
a great place to walk. Daffodil Festival is nicely done as well as wine
tasting events.
It would be great to have a blacktop walking trail near the Point,
would also be great if bikers could use it also. I would love to see that
happen.
It would be nice to have our own performing arts center and enjoy
concerts closer to home instead of traveling to Williamsburg for
instance (and to Hampton)
More guided hiking or boating programs
More walking trails along roads would be nice. Would love a dog park
too. More community programs would be nice. Thanks!
Safety
Schools, roads and quality of life are the three things that make a
good county great!!!
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Petsworth

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

Yes
Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

There is NOTHING indoors for toddlers - hard to get out and socialize

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No

There is too much backyard shooting being done in this county. The
safety of neighbors and children is a concern. Additionally there are
no public ranges within 40 miles. Charging a fee for its use would be
good.
You do a fabulous job!!! We are so happy to have a wonderful and
(illegible)!
Advertise the shooting sports sked in the greater Hampton Roads
area. If you build it and broadcast fees they will come!
An outdoor pool would be wonderful with certain hours and times
allotted for different age groups
Dogs to be licensed $20 per year
Don't make the trail at Beaver Dam like Burk Lake Park a wide gravel
highway. Also look at Pocahontas Park South of Richmond.

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
An indoor rec center would be great! We need an indoor facility for
teens after school and on weekends during the winter so we don't
have to cross the bridge! Indoor trampoline arena, ice skating, or
indoor pool would be ideal for my family!
As a new resident to Gloucester, my family has been impressed and
pleased with the variety and number of programs offered by Parks
and Rec
Good luck!
I would like to see more pools and swimming lessons. Also the trails
at Beaverdam have a lot of roots that need to be fixed. People and
horses are having issues.
RCC needs the tennis courts repaved. It would be nice to have a
backboard at RCC and or GHS to practice on.
The county should have volunteer work days, for clearing trails and
other maintenance especially at Beaver Dam Park. I for one, would
be glad to volunteer.
The Gloucester Point Beach Park needs to be cleaned up. Apparently,
the picnic area has turned into a gross smoking section and right by
the playground. Needs a bigger playground.

Everything has been concentrated at Court House and south, Ark Rd
north has been ignored!
Focus on things and place teenagers can participate in or do. May
Gloucester maintain that small hometown feeling. Keep up the good
work.
Having a centralized community center that adults and children can
use along with a nanotorium for indoor swimming would go along
way with advancing services in this county

Page 5 of 50

GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Petsworth

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No

Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth
Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No
No
No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Ware

No
Yes

Invitation

Ware

Yes

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
No
I am 80 years old and don't use your facilities - but I like knowing they
are there, and I enjoy Beaverdam Park. Thank you.
I believe that paved bike trails would increase park usage. Parking
must be available.
I do not think the people of Gloucester should paid for are parks
I think our Parks and Rec staff do incredible work with the limited
funding they have been provided with. To improve our County's
health by increasing the physical activity of our citizenry (sp?) should
be very important to all. Lack of fitness is a scourge on the lifestyle of
folks.
I understand restrictions are very tight, but I would like to see more
waterfront paths like Yorktown's where people could walk
I would like to see an Office on Youth created
Just a suggestion. If we were to take the old Page School site and
purchase the field beside it, it would be great for the county in youth
and adult sports
More age appropriate toys for preschool children
Need campground
Parks have no interest to us, we are two old seniors
Put in a full service campground and park at Rosewell on land that
was given to us for that purpose
Since I do not go into town (Main St.) very often I am not usually
aware of anything going on - more information placed on the
highway or shopping areas would be nice
So sad we have been in area for 11 years and seen any change
Utilize SR for some program involvement, volunteer basis
While a pool - indoor or outdoor - would be nice, it's very cost
prohibitive. I would question the sustainability of a pool, especially
indoor, without taxes increasing multiple times. Same thing with a
community center.
Would like to ensure funds given by equestrian groups are used to
enhance/improve equestrian trails and access to them
Would love bus trips to DC monuments and museums
Build a community pool/aquatic center so teens and kids, parents
have somewhere safe to spend the summer hours. Wellness Center
indoors and too expensive to join.
Gloucester needs aquatic park and/or a family sports complex badly
programs for teens and a dog park!!
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Ware

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
Ware

Invitation

Ware

Invitation

Ware

No

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
Ware

No
No

Invitation

Ware

No

I would like the County to construct the walking path across the creek
behind the library to the courthouse and maybe down to Warehouse
Rd. boat landing. Larger skate park for kids.

Invitation

Ware

No

Utilize/showcase the court circle for tourism and NOT storage.
Shameful and embarrassing! Focus on revenue - quit hiring.

Invitation

Ware

No

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
York

Yes

Would like to see programs to support active seniors. Would like to
see more biking/walking/running areas.
I'm 86 years old and need nothing anymore. Thank you.
BAD idea to have Gloucester youth football at Woodville Park. Traffic
sucks on Brays Pt. Should keep on Rt 17 Page - someone going to get
hurt in corner of Brays Point. We need educated folks to run Parks &
Rec. Needs improvement in staffing.

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
Our local Parks and Rec is an invaluable resource. Gloucester has
many wonderful parks and greenspaces, and we have the tireless
efforts of Parks and Rec to thank. We need a cultural shift in
Gloucester that focuses on making the streets, sidewalks, shoulders
and building new green ways, not only bike safe, but bike FRIENDLY!
There is no where in Gloucester that you can run with a stroller. Main
street is the closest (and only) place with side walks, but due to the
condition and ruts, it is nearly impossible. We need to utilize the
momentum of the green movement , and put electric water
fountains on Main Street, and recycling bins. We should utilize solar
panels, and continue to encourage all of the folks who volunteer their
time and passion to the community (Woodville, Master Gardeners,
Coaches, Instructors, etc) but providing avenues for them to bring
state of the art information to our community. Thanks for all that you
d !
Yes
Pools=strong swimmers. Gloucester is surrounded by water.
Yes
Teens need things to do and places to go. Rt. 17 and other main
roads need sidewalks. Safety is my main concern for teens in this
community and for people that walk every day.
Yes
Very happy with the youth sport programs our children have been in!
Am a widow on a fixed budget. Volunteer with schools, food bank
and church. Hope my responses reflect needs for all ages, not just
Forget more/higher taxes. Users should pay their ways.
I grew up in a community where all elementary schools had a rec
center for after school and night activity. Some activities were
scheduled, some whatever we wanted to do. Two nights a week were
for adult classes only. The kids were supervised and active.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
York

Invitation

York

Invitation
Invitation

York
York

Invitation

York

Invitation

York

Invitation

York

Invitation

York

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
Beehive often comes too late to register. Offer some special needs
programs for kids. Expand senior activities in local area
churches/schools.
Yes
User fees for all using any parks access to the water boat launch. Such
as decal on the wind shield.
No
Any improvement should not involve increased taxes
No
I know much as been done to enhance the Downtown Main Street.
How do we get more tourists to the area - whether for 1 day of
shopping or a weeklong vacation?
No
I would like to see our community create biking and walking trails on
major roads like Williamsburg. I think this encourages fitness and is
safer.
No
Make what we have last, maintain it well with adequate staffing and
security measures before adding more parks, etc.
No

We enjoy living here, would love to see more great things to come
and improve for families and seniors in recreation facilities and
To find more money in your budget, consider lowering salaries of
those who look for more ways to spend OUR money!

Invitation

Yes

Invitation

Yes

Invitation

No

Invitation

No

Invitation

No

Fresh new look is needed; how much money do we get from grants
donations?
The County offers citizens a lot through parks and rec, but could be
improved with better planning and utilization of facilities we already
have
All of the services mentioned are imortant to our community. We do
not use many of them at this time but support the need for other
citizens.
Dreams! - all dreams. Funds shouldn't be pulled out of residence
more than quality upkeep if that all we can afford.
Recommend partnership with state to develop already designated
land near Rosewell for park. Volunteer labor is available to develop
nature trails. Start there and continue to develop.

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Open

District
Abingdon

Open
Open

Abingdon
Abingdon

Open
Open

Abingdon
Abingdon

No
No

Open

Abingdon

No

Open
Open

Abingdon
Area

No
No

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
After growing up in Gloucester until I graduated, then living in some
other places (Harrisonburg, VA / Knoxville, TN / Steamboat Springs,
CO) I have now moved back to Gloucester with my wife and children
to be around family again. I would say the thing I miss most about the
places we have lived is the paths and trail systems. These paths have
a strong effect on the quality of life for the whole community. I would
be happy to support these efforts in any way I can. I also believe in
addition to raising taxes and fees, a fund raising campaign could be
effective. There are individuals in the area that are blessed with
finances that may be willing to donate in honor of someone or in
order to leave their own legacy. Consider naming sections of the trail
in honor of businesses or individuals who donate certain amounts of
funds. I hope this is helpful. I understand the challenges of working
with limited resources, but I do believe their is room for opportunity
to expand methods of funding these efforts, and I would even like to
i back
l night
d if fishing
ibili iat Beaver
i
j
Bl i !
Yes
Bring
dam parkhi
Yes

Long survey with too many options. Not sure how to break down
cost. Pretty satisfied with what we have. Not sure that we need to
spend anymore to change anything.
Finish Woodville Park in Hayes
For my family the parks and recreation facilities have been
wonderful. I urge to put most efforts on maintaining what exists and
only slowly add enhancements.
Parks, recreation, and tourism should have a dedicated maintenance
staff to handle the specialized work required for these areas.
Especially, historic building maintenance for tourism, daily park
maintenance.
Thanks for providing the survey for community input!
With the budget being so tight, i do not believe that PR&T needs to
be creating or expanding any of its programs or parks at this time.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Open

District
Don't know

Open
Open
Open

Don't know
Don't know
Don't know

Yes
Yes
No

Open

Don't know

No

Open
Open

Don't know
Gloucester Point

No
Yes

Open

Gloucester Point

Yes

I would love to see a youth lacrosse program in the county. The high
school lacrosse teams seems to be gaining support and a youth
program would only help. Even if the county just helped support a
team to compete in the Hampton Roads Lacrosse leagues.

Open

Gloucester Point

Yes

Need more activities (clubs, camps, classes) to engage teens and
encourage learning new skills, exploring new hobbies, and to offer
opportunities for community service/volunteering.

Open

Gloucester Point

Yes

Often, parents with strollers use ADA-Accessible amenities such as
larger restroom stalls and ramps. Given that people with disabilities
deserve priority for their use, expansion of these amenities would be
very helpful for both parties.

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
Yes
Stop creating new parks, there are enough. You want tourism dollars,
give the tourists something to come here and see, revamp the court
circle to colonial times or something along that nature, make it more
interesting. As it is now, the historic circle has no real draw. Clean up
the monument to our Confederate dead. Gloucester has a lot of
history, sell that history to tourist, it seems to work well for
Williamsburg and Yorktown. We have a battlefield at the Point, let it
be known more. Offer re-enactments more often, have volunteers
walk around in period clothing in the Circle telling the history of the
court house area. Make Gloucester a worthy stop for those tourists
that come to the area to visit Williamsburg, Yorktown and
Jamestown. Promote some sort of festival at the Point Beach, some
type of yearly thing. Yorktown always has something going on, of
course, they have the real estate to do bigger things but that
shouldn't deter Gloucester from doing something to celebrate it's
rich history. I think that Gloucester could be doing way more to bring
in tourist dollars and benefit greatly from the tourist industry. Instead
of always looking to build and open new parks, let's look at ways to
revitalize what we have.

WE NEED AN OUTDOOR POOL!!!
We need to better maintain our parks and historic facilities.
I would greatly support installing bicycle paths or lanes for
commuting around the county. Especially along rt 17.
Love the progress that has been made in the last 5 years, keep
improving!!
Water access northern side of County
Already have bicycles and scooters using Hwy 17. Please give them
their own lane to increase use of cost effective transportation.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Open

District
Gloucester Point

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point
Petsworth
Petsworth
Petsworth
Ware

Yes

Open

Ware

Yes

You are doing a great job! Can't wait to see the survey results.

Open

Ware

No

not too happy with the way woodside Park turned out. Poor site.

Open

Ware

No

Open
Open

Ware
York

No
Yes

Open

York

No

Open
Open

York
York

No
No

So appreciate the hard work of so many to help make Gloucester a
better place for residents I think all of these areas will help attract
younger families to Gloucester
what is pickleball?
Gloucester has great parks and staff. we need to enhance and expand
our parks, and natural areas, and also enhance how we preserve,
interpret and promote history and historic buildings and places in the
county.
Gloucester would be the perfect place for paved bike trails - I would
LOVE to be able to ride my bike throughout the County. However, 17
is too dangerous so I find myself packing up my bike/gear and going
to other localities to ride.
More variety in hobby/education classes
This program does amazing things with limited funds. Unfortunately
the ability to use outdoor fields is very limited to outside
organizations, with the exception of soccer, because of the programs
P & R run. We need more open and available fields!

RRC Associates

Children Additional Comments or Suggestions
No
don't accept any more land donations without a rigorous public
interest review & cost-benefit analysis improve existing facilities
before adding new facilities, especially provide public bathrooms at
all public parks and gathering spaces
No
Yes
No

Try using common sense when making choices
Not at this time.
Please consider a community center. We NEED one
You folks do a remarkable job for all of us!
Keep up the good work! And a pool is definitely needed!
parks and rec should develop indoor aquatics/sports/activities center
and concentrate activities in one centralized location. This would be a
good place for their offices as well, I like the idea of the WISC, with
the addition of an aquatics center. Then Gloucester would be the
example for other communities rather than a follower.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Importance Other Facility's Importance to Your Household
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
5
Bike lanes!
5
Bike lanes/trails
5
Bike trail
5
disc golf
5
Exercise facility
5
Facilities for teens
5
Go ape zipline
5
Gym!!! (YMCA)
5
handicap accessible facility
5
Ice rink and indoor gym/rec center
5
Ice skating rink
5
indoor athletic facility
5
indoor rec centers to include basketball courts, classrooms
5
Indoor soccer/sports
5
indoor sport center
5
Indoor sports
5
indoor sports center
5
Indoor trampoline arena
5
Museums
5
paved bike paths
5
Running trails
5
Shooting range
5
Shoreline trail
5
Sidewalks/Greenways
5
Skeet/trap
5
soccer fields
5
Softball
5
softball/soccer fields
5
splash pad for kids
5
Technical Moutainbike Trails and bike lanes
5
Whitecomb Lodge
5
YMCA
5
YMCA with pool
5
Youth Centers
4
After school programs
4
Arts & crafts center
4
YMCA with pool
3
adult learning centers/classes
3
Baseball/Softball other than high school; current fields minimal & not kept up with
3
FITNESS TRAIL (PAVED)
3
Indoor sports facility for parks and rec
3
Kayaking facility
3
Open space in general
3
Rent building availability
Auditorium
RRC Associates

Page 12 of 50

GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Importance Other Facility's Importance to Your Household
Fishing - like the pear at the point
Parkour
Skeet/trap

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Meets Needs
of Community Other Facility
1=Not at all, 5=Completely
5
Facilities for teens
5
Gym (YMCA)
5
Skeet/trap
5
Technical Moutainbike Trails and bike lanes
5
YMCA
5
YMCA with pool
4
safe kid play centers
3
would like another Lodge at the Fary's Mill Road entrance
2
handicap accessible facility
2
Softball
2
YMCA
1
Adult learning classrooms/classes
1
Bike lanes!
1
Bike trail
1
Go ape zipline
1
Greenways/Sidewalks for running
1
indoor athletic facility
1
Indoor soccer/sports
1
Indoor sports
1
indoor sports center
1
indoor sports fields
1
Indoor trampoline arena
1
need indoor sports complex and to go forward with state park for water access
1
recreation center
1
Shooting range
1
Shoreline trail
1
splash pad for kids
1
The county does not have any designated paved bike paths
1
WALKING/FITNESS TRAIL
1
Youth Centers
Auditorium
fishing pier
Flag football for elementary age
Skeet/trap
YMCA

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Importance Other Program's Importance to Your Household
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
5
Adult soccer
5
all day specialty camps not 2-3 hrs. Hard to find childcare for working parents.
5
art hobbies
5
Boating for adults
5
Girl Scouts
5
Need more fields youth
5
Rec satellite centers
5
Shooting range
5
Summer camps
5
swimming lessons
5
Teen after school program
5
Transportation (bus)
4
Family get togethers (picnic day, game night, hike - low cost)
3
Central community center
3
fishing tournaments
3
indoor sports center
3
jet ski rental at beach
1
Baseball/Softball: GP&R has few teams, difficult to have leagues...too many kids

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Meets Needs
of Community Other Program
1=Not at all, 5=Completely
5
Summer camps
5
tournaments
4
RC airplane clubs
3
handicap accessible
3
Need more fields youth
2
Family get togethers (picnic day, game night, hike - low cost)
1
Boating for adults
1
Central community center
1
I am currently looking for youth skate board camp/park/lessons & can't find any
1
Rec satellite centers
1
recreation center
1
Shooting range
1
Teen after school program
1
Transportation (bus)
Adult soccer

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Please indicate if your family participates in or would like to participate in these activities (other)
 Adult soccer
 any outdoor adventures
 Beaver Dam hiking, fishing and boating.
 Bike paths
 dog park; park with walking paths near Courthouse; sidewalks along south Main St. between Walmart and
Rt. 14 stoplight
 dog parks
 Dog training
 Equestrian
 equesttrian
 Girl Scouts
 group travel NOT just for seniors
 Indoor kids playground
 Indoor turf
 Job training for youth
 lacrosse
 More varied activities for dogs
 Moutainbike trails
 Nude Park and activities
 outdoor pool
 Photography, horticulture
 Pool
 Public tennis courts
 running club or program
 Shooting range
 Shooting sports
 Shooting sports
 stars
 TaiChi
 volunteerism

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Top Issue for Parks and Recreation Focus (other)
 Additional lodging like Whitecomb Lodge for family events
 Affordable public pool
 bike lanes
 bike paths, sidewalks
 Bike trails
 biking and walking trails
 Community events building
 Development of multi-use parks - fishing, boating
 dog park
 Dog park
 Dog park
 Enhance/upgrade current parks
 Finish trail on other side of Beaver Dam to make a full loop.
 Focus on tourism
 GOOD Sportsmanship among youth coaches. Several teach our youth poor habits & it is unacceptable.
GP&R needs to listen to parent complaints related to this & reconsider using same coaches year after
year.
 Greenways/Sidewalks
 Improvements to existing facilities
 More horse trails and activities
 More trails
 More walkways without horses
 No improvements needed. Just maintain what we've got!
 Paved bike lanes
 public sanitation facilities in parks
 Shooting range
 stars
 Teen/young adult socializing space
 Trails with restroom access

RRC Associates
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Survey
Invitation

District
Abingdon

Invitation

Abingdon

Invitation

Abingdon

Invitation

Abingdon

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon
Gloucester Point

No
No
No
No
No
Yes

Invitation

Gloucester Point Yes

Invitation

Gloucester Point No

Invitation

Gloucester Point No

Invitation
Invitation

Gloucester Point No
Gloucester Point No

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No

RRC Associates

Children Top Focus Issue: Comments
Yes
I believe Gloucester has a lot of good parks, but we need to focus on
improving and updating the parks we have to fill the outdoor
recreation and sports needs of the county.
Yes
I wish there was an indoor community pool that doesn't cost as
much as the Wellness Center
Yes
If there is an aquatic center I have looked and have not found one,
this would be good
Yes
Love to see an update and beautification program/effort at our
existing parks. Our waterways are fantastic - like to preserve/invite
tourism to explore our rivers/bays. Weekend open gym for kids.
The only indoor play area is Chick-fil-A. Kids and parents need a
business or county building with indoor play area like DC has one at
zoo under roofing (not indoor) or like Patrick Henry Mall indoor play
area.
After 10 years need to get $$ to build Middle Pen. State Park.
Political pressure needed.
Also land preservation/acquisition high priority
Public water access could help promote tourism
Shooting facility to cut down on back yard shooting
We need a community pool(s)
Would love to have a YMCA here in Gloucester
A dog park would be a WONDERFUL addition. We currently have to
drive 30+ minutes to get to one.
Need community aquatic facilities accessible to Gloucester
residence
A pool facility in S. Glouc would be very nice! A dog park is my #1.
Community center could provide meeting, program, family, athletic
space etc.
Further develop Woodville Park
Perhaps an additional boat launching and beach area is needed
since Gloucester Pt. can get too crowded at times (especially
parking)
If this is geared to the possibility of a YMCA bring it on with a pool
for swim lessons
Indoor trampoline arena and swimming pool for something for
teens to do during the winter months for fun without having to
cross the bridge
The playgrounds are pitiful. In major need of mulch, updates and/or
repair of broken equipment. The cost should not be extensive and I
believe it should be done yearly. Beaverdam back entrance, front
entrance and Ark Park.
Big dog park please
Connect trails on utility easements.
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Survey
Invitation

District
Petsworth

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

Children Top Focus Issue: Comments
No
Consolidation of areas as much as possible, adequate signage to
facilities spread out county transportation svc from underserved
surrounding areas. Instead building new pools utilize Wellness
Center for senior programs and other youth swim programs. Don't
duplicate services.
No
More small children areas in parks
No
My 4th would be the expanded programs and classes for all ages.

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No

Need bike lanes/trails, children need safe places to ride their bikes there are NONE! Beaverdam trails are wonderful for adults, but too
difficult for most children.
Paved bike trails
Used to walk trails often but began to feel unsafe being alone

Invitation

Petsworth

No

We need a duplex area of fields for softball, baseball, soccer etc.

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
Ware

Yes
Yes

Invitation

Ware

Yes

Bathrooms
Teens in our county need facilities for them. A skate park or rink,
teen club, etc.
What about our fur family there is nothing in the county for pets!

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
Ware

Yes
No

Would like to see a community pool
Anytime there are people safety, accessibility and different ages
people needs of small children is important. We need a place where
small children are able to play without hangouts for older children.

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
Ware

No
No

Invitation

Ware

No

Invitation
Invitation

York
York

Yes
Yes

Invitation

York

No

Invitation

York

No

Equestrian facility (showgrounds, trails)
More Civil War history. Residents want to know they are safe in
parks. The walking trail in town needs to happen.
Though we are fortunate to have good water access, more is always
needed and would be utilized
A YMCA close to the Point would be great!
Many roads are unsafe to walk/jog or bike along due to no
shoulders, no pathway
Improved cooperation with the schools (I'm not sure this isn't more
a district problem than yours)
Position Gloucester as a DESTINATION to help local businesses

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Beaver Dam playgrounds are the only playgrounds in Gloucester.
One is rundown/old; the other is too close to parking/traffic.

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

Yes
Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Develop current land designated for parks and recreation
I want a summer track and field program. I'd even LOVE to be a
coach for it.
I'm completely happy with the facilities and events I participate in
that the county provides

RRC Associates
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Survey
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

District
Don't know
Don't know
Don't know
Don't know
Don't know

Children
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know
Don't know
Don't know
Don't know

No
No
No
No
No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Yes

Invitation
Open
Open

Abingdon
Abingdon

Yes
Yes
Yes

Open

Abingdon

No

Open

Abingdon

No

Open
Open

Gloucester Point Yes
Gloucester Point Yes

RRC Associates

Top Focus Issue: Comments
Improve sports programs
Indoor soccer/field hockey
Outdoor pool would be a great addition
We need sports complex for the kids in this community!
We would love to see a paved trail for biking, running, walking, etc.
that connects all over Gloucester. A greenway idea even connecting
to other counties would be nice.
A recreation facility with an indoor pool would be good
Boat ramp on Upper York River with parking
Doing a good job as best we can tell
Safety for our parks where we take children is important
Some folks cannot do wellness activities with impact to the joints
and back - aquatic facilities would benefit our area greatly - was
disappointed the new Y did (not) offer it.
The Wellness Center is the only one in area I know of and the pool is
too expensive for most
More athletic fields and indoor spaces for teams to expand is very
important
Need more activities for children, teens and young adults
Camps and sports are often "last minute" and disorganized. People
need to be able to count on the published dates and know sooner
than the weekend before what days kid will practice. Woodville
Park should be used for all - NOT just Baystars.
Real bathrooms at all parks
add a skateboard park? Not sure.
There are very few if any places to ride bikes on established trails.
Especially paved trails that are easy for children learning how to
ride. Please consider installing paved walking trails in the
community and around park facilities wher events are already
happening. Peasley/Bethel, Ark, Abingdon and others. This will
facilitate an environment of community and active lifestyle and
make the facilities a destination other than just for practice and
games
It would be wonderful if there could be more varied outdoor activity
options that are dog-friendly.
Too much of County taxpayer funds are being furnished to PR&T,
especially into Woodville Park. Funds could be put to better use.
Need biking sections on highway 17.
Would love to see a lacrosse program for elementary and middle
school age students to prepare them for high school play.
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Survey
Open

Open

District
Children Top Focus Issue: Comments
Gloucester Point No
There is a lack of parks with walking or bike trails in Southern
Gloucester near the point. Also, there are no bike paths or sidewalks
near the point which would be an ideal area for this amenity (and
would enhance safety).
Petsworth
Yes
Later hours for youth activities to take into consideration that
parents often work outside of Gloucester County and have to travel
to Gloucester County to pick up children to take to the activities.
Right now a number of the youth sports programs begin prior to the
time that most parents are getting out of work on the peninsula just
leaving those children unable to participate in those sports and
other youth activities.

Open

Petsworth

Yes

We need a community center here in the county. The Y is not
affordable for some of us. There is NOTHING for our teens to do
unless they are into sports. A community center/sports complex
could be built on the old Pease middle school site. It's central to the
county, we own the land. And we need someplace INSIDE for
activities besides the high school facilities. It needs to have a large
gym, computer labs, playground, and a running track or
soccer/multi purpose fields. Youth football is already being served
there. Let's expand on it. Make Gloucester county a destination,
not an afterthought. GIVE Our TEENS something to do besides hang
out in the Walmart parking lot. Someplace where they can safely
have parties/get togethers, etc. This is not a wealthy area. We need
someplace to do things that doesn't shut down at 5 pm.

Open

Petsworth

No

Open

Petsworth

Open

Petsworth

I would like to see parks and rec work with the new YMCA to
improve community wide services for all ages. A public swimming
facility would be awesome. Also, a rec center or activities in
conjunction with the YMCA would probably help lower costs and
provide more options to the public.
A community that coexists with the water as much as Gloucester
does needs to find a way to increase the public access to swimming
and water safety. There is no public swimming facilities available to
the average citizen.
Although we did not participate in many areas, we still believe a
healthy community thrives on caring for their young & elderly.
Community involvement is essential to maintain a family
environment for our neighbors. Thanks for asking.

Open

Petsworth

RRC Associates

There needs to be a community outside pool
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Survey
Open

District
Ware

Children Top Focus Issue: Comments
Yes
Land preservation and acquisition would help decrease
expenditures in the long run. I am fully supportive of our Parks, Rec
and Tourism acquiring land in order to preserve the heritage and
historical and cultural preservation of our county.

Open
Open

Ware
Ware

Yes
Yes

Open

Ware

No

Open

Ware

No

Open

York

Yes

Open

York

Yes

Open

York

Open
Open

Don't know
Don't know

Yes
Yes

Brown Park : trails and water view
Gloucester County needs a pool for the people of the community.
There are neighborhood pools in some of the newer communities
however not everyone can use these pools. Adding a pool to the
county would benefit the county in multiple ways: income from the
memberships sold, it would give the residents a place to enroll their
children in swim lessons. Also, it would give the residents a chance
to be a member of a swim team which would then help our high
school swim team achieve more success.

Open

Don't know

No

Open
Open

Don't know
Don't know

I would most appreciate more open public space that is dog
friendly, longer and more trails, and the development of a fitnessbased community for trail running, biking, etc.
Please develop adult Ultimate Frisbee league.
Questions do not cover the most important need to me and my
family. Would like to see some plan of action for a walking/bike
(multi-use) path connecting old 17 and Tidemill to businesses south
of old 17 intersection to bridge.

RRC Associates

need a dedicated indoor sports and activity complex
Need an indoor community center with a pool and a better
baseball/softball program. Why can't we have something like the
WISC in Gloucester?
building a system of bike paths/walking trails to connect community
locations would go a long way to engage more people to live a
healthier lifestyle.
The parks are enjoyed by family oriented activities, but cleanliness is
most important to us - adequate parking is a must
I think Parks & Rec needs to pick a narrower area to focus on rather
than trying to be everything to all. Our first priority should be
maintenance and upkeep of the areas we already have established
rather than expansion.
We appreciate the offering of summer camps/programs for children
but it would be helpful for working parents if these camps/programs
ran for the 9-4pm or something close to almost a whole day.
Bathrooms. get rid of the nasty portable toilets very degrading
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Survey
Open

District
Don't know

RRC Associates

Children Top Focus Issue: Comments
you asked consistently about equestrian and then left it off all the
lists at the end. you also left off the choice of expanded beach
facilities. I would be interested in both.
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
Yes
Again we have some really great parks. But we need to improve
upon them tremendously! Facilities, lighting, parking. It will serve
the county well, in addition, bring neighboring counties to
Gloucester for use of our facilities. People pay a premium to use
York County Sports Complex and Warhill. Let's keep our dollars here
and bring others here.

Survey
Invitation

District
Abingdon

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation
Invitation

Abingdon
Abingdon

Yes
Yes

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation

Abingdon

Yes

Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

Abingdon
Abingdon
Abingdon

Yes
No
No

Youth programs/activities
A skate/bike park
answers based on grandchildren who parti-cipate in youth sports as
well as concerns as a senior citizen. Biggest drawback in this county
is lack of wi-fi connectivity that isn't metered, and I know you can't
do anything about that. Thanks for your interest.

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Expand the restrooms at Ark & Abd. Parks. Space for sports
equiptment at the parks.
Gloucester has long needed a couple of public pools and other
programs for kids. You already have a lot of youth sports to pick
from. I would like to see more programs for seniors.

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation

Abingdon

No

Invitation
Invitation

Abingdon
Gloucester Point

No
Yes

Need to quit using Main St. for all activities - it disrupts people's
lives. There are more important things to consider than the
businesses on Main St. when event planning!!!
Start a skeet-trap sporting clays facility as well as pistol and rifle
ranges
The county and state have water access at the termination of Clay
Bank and Aberdeen Creek Road. Make them usable.
Would like to see more bike programs, road or MTB
I would love to have an archery range near the center of the county.

Invitation

Gloucester Point

No

Better marketing and business development is needed

RRC Associates

Beaverdam is great for hikes but I worry about safety. There is little
to nothing to do in the colder months when the river is unattainable.
Very sad.
Flag football, ice skating, ice hockey, dog parks, batting cage
There should be more programs for parent and child. Build another
big playground.
Update facilities. Groom trails! I'm from the Minneapolis/St. Paul
area and we have miles and miles of trails. Virginia is so beautiful
and yet we lack these same trails. I would like to see a robust effort
to put Gloucester on the map with mountain biking trails. Salt water
access with kayaks, concessions, etc., trail access - Hampton Roads
needs this.
We need more parks and also communication of what's going on
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
No
Cost for parks and rec are too high. Prevents lots of kids being able
to enroll.
No
Large YMCA with pool and outdoor water park. You should visit
Fredricksburg for a good model.
No
Most programs for adults are hours that are not necessarily
convenient
No
Would like to see more walking groups and biking and a place kids
could bike all out doors swimming pool we deff. need!

Survey
Invitation

District
Gloucester Point

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Invitation

Gloucester Point

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation

Petsworth

Yes

Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth

Yes
No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

Petsworth
Petsworth
Petsworth

No
No
No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

Invitation

Petsworth

No

RRC Associates

Beaverdam front entrance needs bathrooms much closer to
playground. Ark Park has bathrooms, but they are locked!
Have some older relatives who need better accessibility to the parks
Indoor trampoline arena and swimming pool for something for
teens to do during the winter months for fun without having to
cross the bridge. After school facility for teens.
Multi-use trails means horse trails. Those are too messy to enjoy.
Clean them up, eliminate horse use, or create walk/hike only trails.
Better playground equipment.
Other: knowing the practice schedule to avoid scheduling issues
with children in multiple age groups
Weekend activities, low cost/fees
Camping/cabin tent youth services to draw more family tourism
(NOT water country amusement type facilities)
My other choices would be customer service/staff knowledge and
safety and security.
Need more trails.
Park facilities expanded
Parks' amenities need to be expanded more than additional parks.
Always safety is an issue and parks should be available to all even
the very poor so should have no or very small fee.
Programs for youth and adults can be intergenerational if we had
youth centers to mentor/tutor students and support families. The
"new" state park next to Rosewell, which has water access, should
be opened in stages.
Reasonable hours for working parents, and clean well maintained
areas
Start a skeet-trap sporting clays facility as well as pistol and rifle
ranges
The county is doing a great job maintaining what we have. We just
need to expand our programs.
Would like to see more equestrian trails with adequate parking for
trucks and large trailers
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
Yes
Affordable swimming lessons for children and public pool access for
families, dog park, public garden space
Yes
Public Pool, More Greenways and Sidewalks, Longer hours of
operation of restrooms on Main Street.
No
I believe the county could use a skate park. I have seen some lovely
skate areas where the young people have such fun since the skating
is now allowed in off beat areas. It could be incorporated into an
area which would be preserved and protected from vandalism.
No
I use the multi-use trail at both locations at Beaverdam Park on
average once a week on horseback. What keeps me from using it
more is security. I do not feel safe riding alone or even in either
parking lot. Some bridges need to be more horse safe; some are
great A+.
No
Love to see an indoor park that has interactive activities, like the
Delaware Children's Museum
No
Parks should be a top priority. Woodville Park needs playground
equipment, bathrooms and parking. We need safe places for youth
sports but also someplace for younger children to play/explore.

Survey
Invitation

District
Ware

Invitation

Ware

Invitation

Ware

Invitation

Ware

Invitation

Ware

Invitation

Ware

Invitation

Ware

No

Used the park ALL the time when children were younger. Love the
walking trails. We are older now and do not use as often, but the
park is well maintained and we enjoy it very much!

Invitation

Ware

No

We desperately need an indoor water park. We need an outdoor
water park - VA Beach has a terrific rec center with an indoor water
park for toddlers and small kids - Gloucester needs this!

Invitation
Invitation

Ware
Ware

No
No

Invitation

Ware

Wifi/cell reception or emergency phones along path
Would love a community rec facility with cheap user fees for
residents
Current facilities, amenities and services are acceptable as they are
and are sometimes underutilized due to other alternatives

Invitation

York

Yes

It would be nice if Woodville Park was not closed earlier than the
posted times, especially in the spring, summer and fall

Invitation
Invitation

York
York

Yes
No

Offer activities in areas other than the courthouse area
I still rankle from getting ejected by a sheriff's deptuty from walking
our dogs around the lighted hockey field at the high school after 10
PM, a practice I had been doing for more than two decades and
after retiring as a teacher from the school

RRC Associates
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
No
Maintaining and improving what we have and making it accessible
to all is primary. Program continuation is important, moreso than
expansion or programs. In other words change programs when
interest slows.
Yes
A public pool in the summer and an indoor facility in the winter. I
would like to see more rangers patrolling the trails.

Survey
Invitation

District
York

Invitation

Don't know

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Husband would enjoy b-ball for 20 somethings. More YOUNG
children sports like starting at 3. I would enjoy bike paths.

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

It would be nice to have clean working restrooms near the soccer
fields instead of portable toilets. Children have to go so often.

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

Yes
Yes

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Keep up with the times and technology available
More adult programs. There isn't enough leisure learning and
wellness programs for 18+.
We need a outdoor sports complex for the children. The area where
the old Page Middle school was at would be a great place. We need
football, soccer, baseball, and basketball courts and a concession
stand. It would also be nice to have a playground at this facility for
younger kids while the older kids play. I would look at the
Williamsburg sports complex as an example. It would also be nice to
have a few community swimming pools for kids during the summer.
I would also recommend reduced prices for low income families
based on income.

Invitation

Don't know

Yes

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation

Don't know

No

Invitation
Invitation

Don't know
Don't know

No
No

RRC Associates

We need playgrounds! Water parks/splash pads would be awesome
in hot weather. Family friendly bike trails!
I feel as though Gloucester County provides an abundance of
opportunities for recreation while maintaining the integrity of the
beauty of its rural attraction
I'd like to see the aea between Page and GHS developed into a park.
trails...
Indoor facilities and affordability would include more of the
community. The Beehive is the only way I hear of offerings and a lot
of the time hae already missed the deadline or offerings at at
capacity. We have so many vacant properties that could be utilized
instead of sitting empty for years.
People need to know of something so they can use it
Public access to water is limited at this time. I would like to see
more ramps for small boats and kayaks. Also a public swimming pool
would be nice with lessons offered for all age groups. An indoor
recreational facility would be nice with workout equipment and
floor space for indoor games...especially for adults and senior
citizens.
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
No
Swimming pool with water exercising
Putt putt, skating arena (roller and ice)
Yes
We need additional ball fields. Programs need to be completely run
through parks/rec. The uniforms are ridiculous.

Survey
Invitation
Invitation
Invitation

District
Don't know
Don't know

Open
Open

Abingdon
Abingdon

Yes
Yes

Open

Abingdon

No

Open

Gloucester Point

No

Open

Gloucester Point

No

Open

Petsworth

Yes

Open

Petsworth

No

Open

Petsworth

RRC Associates

pretty much need FREE
See last comment. Incorporating trails for walking and riding and
playgrounds in the parks that already exist would make them more
beneficial to the community. Examples (just 2 that I have personally
benefitted from):
http://knoxvilletn.gov/government/city_departments_offices/parks
_and_recreation/greenways_trails/
http://www.steamboatchamber.com/discoversteamboat/biking/yampa-river-core-trail
1) I think Gloucester could really use a better aquatic facility - I
currently drive to Riverside Newport News for a better pool, even
though I know there's a pool 10 minutes from home. 2) As stated
in other areas, I wish there were more dog-friendly parks &
activities. They are members of the family too, so it would be
awesome if there was a wider variety of activities they could join in
on.
I do not ever really hear about any events that go on, maybe there
are things I am interested in and just don't know about them.
Need more public bathrooms at all parks!! Provide equal access &
opportunity for all residents, not just those associated with elite
sports teams; Increase law enforcement presence at Gloucester
Point Beach park
Would love to see at least one centrally located and indoor
community recreation center with a very large pool area, including
an indoor and outdoor pool would be ideal. The GHS swim team
must use the fitness center and the fitness center is the only
location in the county with an indoor pool. A community center
with a pool might even allow for recreational swim teams to begin
for all ages.
A public swim pool would be nice. Riverside is way to expensive, and
have little interest on spending money on a for profit agency.
Camping at beaver Dam would be a great place to introduce
grandkids (all youth) to the great outdoors and the park system.
Spending the evening watching the night sky and posting hot dogs!
Cheap and exciting. It would keep us from going all the way to
Kiptopeke, Lake Moomaw & the OBX.
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
I have been impressed with not only with the wide variety of
services offered throughout the county but the knowledge and
professionalism of the parks and rec staff. I do wish the county
could look towards adding a swimming facility and offering
swimming lessons throughout the year as well as a place for the
High school swim team to practice. The existing Equestrian trails
are wonderful. Beaverdam trails are a godsend during hunting
season. We have riders from all over the area that use these trails. It
would be a fantastic opportunity to add more trails in other areas
and potentially a riding arena and horse camping for the large
number of equestrians in Gloucester.

Survey
Open

District
Petsworth

Open
Open

Ware
Ware

Yes
Yes

Open

Ware

Yes

Open

Ware

No

Open

Ware

No

Open

York

Yes

Open

York

Yes

Open

York

No

Open
Open

York
Don't know

Yes

RRC Associates

archery facilities for family use
This community would benefit greatly from an aquatics center
where all community members could go. The GHS swim team could
practice there, Red Cross swim lessons could be offered year round,
and children that otherwise would not have the opportunity to swim
could benefit.
would like to see more concession stand availability at sporting
events...especially on those cooler mornings!
the facilities need to be very nice and kept up. Trail systems
developed and nice swimming pools with programs need to be
developed - good Lord or community is connected to the water and
we don't have good aquatic teaching facilities!
We enjoy the beach at Gloucester Point most, but parking is a
challenge
we need more basketball courts and more exhibits at our historic
court buildings
We need more parks in the southern and middle portions of the
county. I feel that many of the practices are in towards the upper
area (Ark, Bethel, Peasley). We never have soccer practices at
Woodville Park.
We are in great need of a community center that provides programs
for everyone.
Bathrooms
Gloucester County needs a pool for the people of the community.
There are neighborhood pools in some of the newer communities
however not everyone can use these pools. Adding a pool to the
county would benefit the county in multiple ways: income from the
memberships sold, it would give the residents a place to enroll their
children in swim lessons. Also, it would give the residents a chance
to be a member of a swim team which would then help our high
school swim team achieve more success.
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Children What Would Increase Your Use of Parks and Recreation: Comments
Yes
Summer programs tend to be part day which is not helpful for the
full-time working parents (especially who do not work nearby in
Gloucester). The choices are great; however, I am unable to use
them simply because they are only half day (I would have to take
time off work just to get kids there & picked up).

Survey
Open

District
Don't know

Open

Don't know

No

I frequently walk my dog at Woodville Park. This is a wonderful park
and an effort has clearly been made to improve it over the last few
years. However, regarding my 'hours of operation' selection above Woodville posts it's opening/closing hours on a sign at the entrance,
and I respect this. However, MANY time I have been chased out by
an employee who wants to close the park early. It's especially
frustrating when I leave work early for the sole purpose of taking my
dog to the park, and then it is closed or closing before the closing
time posted.

Open

Don't know

No

Open

Don't know

I selected customer service because parks and rec seems paralyzed
by the many 'nay' sayers in this community who complain about
people trying to enjoy the outdoors.
Multi-use path from courthouse to Beaver Dam Park.

RRC Associates
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Importance New Park Location
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
5
All over, never enough
5
Along waterfront
5
another west of courthouse
5
any where
5
any where
5
Anyway there's space!
5
anywhere
5
Anywhere
5
Central county
5
central gloucester
5
COURTHOUSE
5
Glenns
5
Glenn's area
5
Gloucester Courthouse along Main St. between Rt. 14 stop light and Walmart
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point and mid-county
5
Gloucester Point district
5
Gloucester Point or Hayes
5
Gloucester/Hayes
5
Hayes or Glou. Pt.
5
Hayes!!
5
Hayes, Glou. Pt., Bena
5
Hickory Fork Rd.
5
Lookin upper portn of county from Signpine to Dutton.
5
mid-county
5
Middle of Gloucester
5
More access around Beaverdam
5
MP State Park
5
Near Gloucester Point - Southern Gloucester
5
north end of the county
5
North end of the county
5
north side of county
5
Northern Gloucester
5
Northern part of the county we have nothing!
5
Northwest Gloucester, Abingdon
5
on rivers and on main street
5
One near Gloucester Point and one near Courthouse
5
Open the York River Rosewell-Aberdeen Creek Park - water access
5
Petsworth area
5
Petsworth area
5
Point
5
Rosewell
5
Rosewell/camping
RRC Associates
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Importance
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

New Park Location
Rt. 14
Shooting sports, ARC
Shooting sports, ARC
Skate park development
up county
Upper County
wherever nature is and you can get land
Wherever there is vacant land in a place that's easily accessible to everyone in Gloucester
York river
Aberdeen Creek/Rosewell
Achilles
Additional areas for walking dogs
Along the York River
Ark
Around Capahosic
central & southern Gloucester
closer to coleman bridge
Finish Woodville/lower Gloucester
First choice would be development of state park
Further developing Woodville
gloucester point
Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point area
Gloucester Point Timberneck?
Hickory Fork area
N. County, York River
Near Courthouse area
Near Matthews
North Gloucester
Old Page Middle School (Indoor Soccer or Field Hockey facility similar to WISC)
Old Page Middle School site
on creeks or rivers
On the water
on the York River
On water
On York River
point
Rosewell
Rosewell area
Route 14
Rt. 14
unsure of location
upgrade Brown park
Ware Neck, Guinea, White Marsh
White Marsh, Rosewell

RRC Associates
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Importance
4
3
3
3

New Park Location
White Marsh/Rose
In Hayes area
Near Gloucester courthouse
Waterfront
Every district
Glenn area
Hayes. Upper Glo.
Hayes-Glou Pt
On 17 Rte
Petsworth
Rosewell
With salt water access
Woodville, build up more

RRC Associates
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Importance Outdoor Athletic Fields/Courts
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
5
All
5
all varieties
5
Anything really..but a roller hockey rink or outdoor volleyball court would be nice.
5
Artificial Turf - multi purpose
5
At the old Page area
5
Baseball and soccer
5
Baseball/soccer
5
Baseball/softball
5
basketball
5
Basketball
5
CH area
5
Field hockey
5
Field hockey
5
Field hockey
5
Field Hockey
5
field hockey, lacrosse
5
Field hockey/soccer/lacrosse
5
Flag football
5
Football
5
Football
5
FOOTBALL FIELDS & BASKETBALL COURTS
5
Football, baseball
5
football, field hockey
5
Football, field hockey, soccer, basketball
5
Football/baseball/soccer
5
Gloucester needs more outdoor facilities. Families want free activities along with exercise.
5
Gloucester Point
5
Lacrosse
5
Lacrosse and Field Hockey
5
m
5
mid-county
5
multi use: soccer, lacross, field hockey
5
Multi-use
5
Outdoor basketball courts
5
Public tennis court other than the high school and a well maintained baseball/softball field
5
rectangle
5
rectangle fields
5
Running/walking track
5
Soccer
5
Soccer
5
Soccer
5
Soccer, Baseball
5
soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, tennis
5
Soccer, football, baseball
5
Soccer, hockey
RRC Associates
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Importance
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Outdoor Athletic Fields/Courts
Soccer/baseball
Soccer/football
Softball fields
Softball, baseball, basketball
Softball, baseball, football
Tennis
Tennis
TENNIS COURTS WOULD BE NICE
tennis, baseball, football, disc golf
tennis, racketball
Tennis/backboard
Turf
universal to include rectangle and diamond
upper county
Volley ball
Volleyball, tennis
All areas
Anything that would encourage regional sports
Badminton
Baseball
Baseball and soccer at same location
baseball/softball
Baseball/Softball fields, tennis courts
Basketball
Basketball
basketball and tennis courts
basketball courts
B-ball
Field hockey
General use
improve soccer and baseball fields
lacrosse
Lacrosse, soccer, football, softball
More baseball/softball, few more soccer
Old Airport field/golf course...Another soccer field Behind Damon's (Land acquisition)
outdoor
Pickleball, basketball
Public basketball/volleyball courts
Rosewell
Socc is
Soccer
Soccer
Soccer
Soccer
SOCCER, BASEBALL, VOLLYBALL
soccer, football

RRC Associates
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Importance
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2

Outdoor Athletic Fields/Courts
softball / volleyball
Tennis
Tennis
Tennis
Tennis
Tennis
Tennis
Tennis Courts
Tennis, basketball
Tennis, v'ball
True sand volleyball courts, other outdoor sports training opportunities
Ark
Basketball
Multipurpose
Soccer
Soccer, baseball
Soccer/baseball
Softball
Tennis
Soccer
Tennis
Volleyball
Baseball
Multi-functional
Woodville

RRC Associates
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Importance Pathways and Trails in Parks
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
5
Achilles
5
all
5
All
5
All parks, current trail system is relatively lacking aside from Beaverdam.
5
Any parks
5
anywhere
5
anywhere
5
Anywhere
5
Anywhere
5
Anywhere a park can be created!
5
anywhere possible
5
ARC
5
Ark
5
Ark Park
5
Beach at Point
5
Beaverdam
5
Beaverdam
5
Beaverdam
5
Beaverdam Park
5
Beaverdam Park
5
Beaverdam, north side
5
Beaverday, woodville
5
Biggest reason I don't use many trails is safety. Maybe trails around athletic fields. Far enough
5
briwn parj, woodville park
5
CH area
5
Closer to Gloucester Point
5
connecting beaverdam park to courthouse area
5
COURTHOUSE
5
Existing Parks. Pathways around them for walking and riding.
5
expanded mtn bike and hilking options
5
Founders Mill
5
gloucester point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester/Hayes
5
Hayes!!
5
In any new park
5
In newer parks as they are built.
5
Increased pathways at woodville
5
land aquired in flood zone
5
Maintain beaverdam trails, maybe porta potties
5
Maybe additional trails in Beaverdam or at another park location.
5
mid-county
5
mid-county
RRC Associates
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Importance
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Pathways and Trails in Parks
More trails at Beaver Dam
Near Gloucester Point - South
Near Point
near water views
New Page site
North end of county
north end of the county/everywhere
north side of county
Northern Gloucester
out in nature
Parks
Point
Point Beach
Roaring Springs
Rosewell
Rosewell
Rosewell area
Single track (MTB) at Beaver Dam to run along side multi-use trail
Swampy areas
Throughout the county
Trails for running, especially in the Gloucester Point area.
Use utility easements for multiuse trails all over the county. Sign dates for hunting season.
water view
Waterfront
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville park
Woodville Park
Woodville Park
Woodville Park
would like to see more loop trails in Beverdam
York river
York River
York River Park
all
All
All
All
All
Beaverdam
Beaverdam: need separate equestrian-only trails
beaverdamn
between Tyndall Pt & Gloucester Point Beach, Woodville
Bike paths

RRC Associates
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Importance
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
2

Pathways and Trails in Parks
Capahosic
Central part of County
chose an existing park
Current parks
Everywhere
Farys mill area of Beaverdam
Fary's Mill Entrance
Glenns, Holly Beach
Gloucester point
Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point and mid-county
Gloucester Point area
hayes
Lower county
Mid county
More trails besides at beverdam
Near Courthouse Area if possible so that it is central to all.
new state park
New State Park
Pathways & Trails promote healthy lifestyles for families.
point
possibly connect parks with trails through public or utility areas
Running trails that can utilized year-round regardless of temperature, weather, etc. at any park
The old Page school property
Ware Neck to Beaverdam Park
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville
Woodville (more trails). Looks great so far though!
Any
ARC
Ark
Courthouse/Beaverdam
Woodville
Woodville Park
Mid county
Beaverdam
Beaverdam 601

RRC Associates
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Importance Pathways and Trails along Streets
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
5
198
5
17 & Guinea
5
17 in all business areas
5
A pathway along Roaring springs for biking and running to beaver dam park.
5
adjacent to 17
5
All over the county along 17
5
Along Hwy 17
5
Along route 17 so that you can walk/bike/run to different neighborhoods
5
along US 17, sidewalks
5
Any and all
5
anywhere
5
Anywhere
5
Anywhere, as I walk my dog and run in my neighborhood on a daily basis, and there is not even
a shoulder
5
Around Courthouse and 17 Bypass, as well as designated bike lanes to Beaverdam. Connecting
major bus routes.
5
Begin near C.H.
5
Bike lanes!
5
Bike paths
5
CH and Glo Pt
5
connecting Courthouse area with Walmart/High school/ Page Middle School/beaver dam
park.etc.
5
connection to beaverdam from main st
5
County fair
5
Countywide
5
courthouse
5
COURTHOUSE
5
Courthouse and 17 to the close shopping centers
5
Courthouse area
5
COURTHOUSE AREA
5
create bike/walking path along 17
5
Eeveryhwere - bike and walking
5
Entire county aside from Main Street; Gloucester County is not a bike or walk friendly area
sadly
5
Glass & Brays Pt. Rds.
5
Glo. Ct. House
5
Glou Pt
5
gloucester point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point
5
Gloucester Point/ Achilles
5
Gloucester/Hayes
5
GUINEA RD., RT.17 IN N. GLOUCESTER
RRC Associates
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5
5

Pathways and Trails along Streets
Guinea Road
Hayes
Hayes Road
Hayes!!
Hickory Fork
Hickory Fork
Hickory Fork Rd.
In town
John Clayton memorial hwy.
Johns Pt.
Just need more sidewalks. Along higher traffic roads for safety snd bike riding
Lower County - we have to walk in the road to go anywhere
Main St.
Main Street Area
Main street towards walmart
Main, Gloucester Point
more sidewalks everywhere! and bike lanes!
near the courthouse area
north end of the county/everywher
Northern part of county
Point
Powhatan Drive
refer to the information received from bikers at the community planning session the MPPDC
organized
Roaring Spring
Roaring springs Rd to Beaverdam
Roaring Springs Rd.
Roaring Springs Rd.
Roaring Springs to Beaver Dam, Brays Point to Woodville
Roaring Springs, Courthouse to Walmart area
Rt 198 in upper end of county needs shoulders.
Rt. 17
Safe and highly traveled
Side walks anywhere would be nice.
Sidewalk needed on 17!
south end of county
TC Walker, Hickory Fork, Arc, and Main Street
Throughout the county
Throughout the County
Toward Beaver Dam
Wal-Mart to upper main street, ware house landing road, from Gloucester point beach park
past vims
water view
We need Greenways, Bike Paths, Shoulders and Sidewalks. There should be water fountains

5

Wherever you can physically do it

Importance
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
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Importance
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3

Pathways and Trails along Streets
Aberdeen Rd.
All
All
All
All major roads
Along 17 and 14
Bicycle paths to commute along Rt 17
bike lane on 17 and 14
Bike Trails around Main Roads in Gloucester
chose several locations
connecting beaverdam park to courthouse area
connecting public places
Countywide
Courthouse
Courthouse and Point
Courthouse area
Courthouse, Hayes, Gloucester Point, connecting Point Beach to Gloucester Point residential
areas
Figg Shop
From Beaverdam Main entrance to Botetourt School
Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point
Gloucester Point area
Gloucester Point area
Guinea
hayes
Hayes
Hickory Fork, Aberdeen
Main Street
Main Street
main street- improve
Near Rosewell Park
Near shops
New development - main thoroughfare
No where specific
Outside concert venue.
point
Rosewell
route 17
Route 17
Rt. 17
Rural areas
Ware Neck to Beaverdam Park
where safe
Woodville
Already a good job
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Importance
3
3
3
3
3
2
1

Pathways and Trails along Streets
Ark
Courthouse
Founders Mill
Town
Woodville
Route 17/Hickory Fork
Not safe along streets
All
Ch & Glo Pt
Main St.
Rt. 17

RRC Associates
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Importance Other Indoor or Outdoor Facility
1=Not at all important, 5=Very important
Additional Lodge like Whitecomb Lodge
5
All areas of the county.
5
Aquatic Center at old Page Middle School site
5
aquatics area
5
Aquatics/Basketball/Volleyball
5
Art center for learning
5
Basketball/rec center/activities
5
Bicycle traiils
5
Bike trails
5
Camping - tents and RVs
5
Central community center multi-use as hall rental, emergency shelter etc.
5
Community center
5
Community Recreation Center
5
Dance studio
5
Equestrian
5
Go ape zipline
5
Golf course
5
Handball court
5
Ice rink
5
Ice Rink would be awesome, but not realistic.
5
Indoor badminton
5
Indoor family center - Abingdon
5
Indoor gym for kids
5
Indoor soccer
5
Indoor soccer/field hockey
5
Indoor sports turf
5
Indoor trampoline arena
5
main parks and rec should be in a sports/activity center near court house of even at old page site
5
mid county
5
multi use: soccer, lacross, field hockey
5
Old Page Middle School (Indoor Soccer or Field Hockey facility similar to WISC)
5
Pool
5
raquetball court
5
Safe bike trails
5
Shooting range
5
Similar to WISC
5
Singles place to meet (older people)
5
Skate rink
5
Skating - roller and ice
5
Skeet/trap/clays
5
soccer/lacrosse
5
something like WISC but with a pool
5
Volleyball, basketball
5
Water access
5
Water access
5
RRC Associates
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Importance
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Other Indoor or Outdoor Facility
Weight room
a central location in the county
A rec center like in Newport News
Bike trails
On Rt. 17 where Page School was.
outdoor
POOLS
Shooting
tennis courts
We need a conference center.
Handicap access/usable playgrounds
Indoor pool/fitness area
Skeet/trap/clays
Swimming
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Best way to reach you with parks and rec information (other)
 Billboards
 Billboards
 Direct mailings once a year or once a quarter maybe
 Free advertising, don't waste taxes on it
 Gazette Journal
 library
 Library
 Mail
 Mail
 Mail
 Mail
 Mail
 Mail flyers
 Mailer
 Mailers
 Sign on court circle
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Allocation
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
80.00
75.00
70.00
60.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
25.00
25.00

Other Enhancement
Archery/Shooting Range
Better boat ramps
Dog park
Equestrian facility
Histsoric places of interest, a welcome center at the Point
I would not spend $100 towards any further services or programs for PR&T
More trips at a good rate
Shooting sports facilities
Water access
Support current Arts Center (Arts on Main)
More equestrian parks and arena
Community performing arts center
Boat ramps
Additional Lodge at Fary's Mill Entrance
Archery/Firing Range
Dog park
Dog park in S. Gloucester
Dog park!
Field hockey goalie equipment
indoor athletic facility
Indoor playground
Outdoor theater/music
Outside concert venue
Performing art center - outdoor
Performing arts
performing arts center
Shooting range
Shooting/archery
sidewalks along Main St. between Rt. 14 stoplight and Walmart
Wider trails for horses, hiking
Archery/shooting range
archery/shooting ranges
Build a nature centuries with an amphitheatre for performing arts and concerts.
Creation of shooting range
dog park
Dog park
Indoor Soccer or Field Hockey facility similar to WISC
Indoor soccer/field hockey
Dog park
Dog park
Dog park with obstacles
Dog parks/activities
Use of school district facilities
Waterfront access
Add a Kidsburg Park - like Williamsburg - likely location Aberdeen or Woodville
increase handicap accessible
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Allocation
25.00
25.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
14.29
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
5.00
5.00
0.00

Other Enhancement
More programs for children under 5
Water access
Add playground
bike/walking sidewalks along 17 corridor
Dog parks and dog training programs
Handicap accessible
Shooting range
Zipline
Dog park
Backboard at tennis courts for practice
concession at sporting events
Dog park
Exercise stations along trails
Gardening areas for people to raise there on veg etc that don't have a place to raise them at
home
More cleanup of dead trees etc.
Nude Park
Pickleball courts
use to increase communication with community
museums, history
Nothing specific
Develop new parks
Confusing as to which line goes to what (new aquatic-70 maintain/improve-15 new parks-10 new
trails-5)
I would like to see frisbee golf course and mountain bike trails
Shooting sports facilities
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Race (other)
 Celtic
 Human
 Human
 Human
 Native American, Spanish and White
 unsure
 Very very mixed
 why should it matter?
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