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Gloucester County, Virginia

WELCOME TO BEAUTIFUL GLOUCESTER COUNTY!
On behalf of the Board of Supervisors and all of
our citizens, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Gloucester County. We are happy
you are here and hope that you will return often
to enjoy one of the most beautiful and historically significant counties in the Commonwealth.
Our residents enjoy an outstanding quality of life
including excellent schools, beautiful parks and
open spaces, access to rivers and the Chesapeake
Bay, and a wide variety of historic attractions.
Gloucester is home to Virginia’s first known
capital: Werowocomoco. Prior to the settlement
of Jamestown in 1607, Werowocomoco was the
cultural and spiritual center, and Powhatan was
paramount chief, for over 30 tribes here in the
Tidewater region. Legend holds that his daughter,
Pocahontas, saved John Smith from execution at
this site, located just a few miles north of Gloucester Point on Purtan Bay. The National Park
Service acquired this land in 2016 and we eagerly
anticipate the opening of a new national park to
provide education, interpretation and resource
protection of this exceptionally historic site.
Our County was formed in 1651 and was named
for the Duke of Gloucester. In the 1600s and
1700s, Gloucester was a tobacco producing area
and many old plantation homes and estates remain preserved and in operation today. There are
also fine examples of Colonial architecture in the
churches of Ware and Abingdon. In the Gloucester Courthouse historic village district, our court
circle includes several colonial style buildings that
are open to the public. The Colonial Courthouse
in the circle was built in 1766 and is one of the
oldest courthouses in the country still in use.
There are many other historic sites in Gloucester
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including the Rosewell ruins, Walter Reed’s birthplace, and Thomas Calhoun Walker’s home, to name
a few.
Early settlers to our County brought daffodils with
them as they established themselves in the area. The
soil and weather conditions were ideal for growing
daffodils and by the beginning of the 20th century,
daffodils grew wild in the County. This led to an
extensive daffodil industry earning the County the
title of “Daffodil Capital of America” in the 1930s and
‘40s. In 2017, our annual Daffodil Festival celebrated its 31st year.
From the Poropotank River to Gloucester Point
Beach Park to the Guinea marshes and up the Mobjack Bay, Gloucester is surrounded by the waters and
culture of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, and
our rich maritime heritage has been carried forward
from generation to generation. Our community is
also home to the Virginia Institute of Marine Science,
part of the College of William & Mary, and one of the
largest marine research and education centers in the
United States.
I invite you to take in all that Gloucester has to offer throughout the year to include Concerts on the
Green near the court circle, the Guinea Jubilee and so
much more. In addition to our rich history and heritage, a walk down Main Street offers a wide variety of
experiences with many restaurants, boutiques, specialty stores, and galleries. Once you have a chance
to explore the many places and events that make our
county unique, I’m sure you will agree that Gloucester is truly “Land of the Life Worth Living.”

J. Brent Fedors,
County Administrator
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By Karin Andrews, Contributing Writer
Photos by Bill Lawrence and Jenny Graziano
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n the heart of Virginia’s vast and
wondrous Tidewater region, lies
Gloucester County, Virginia—which
has been at the heart of American history
from the very outset, in ways that might
surprise you. Indeed, Gloucester has seen
the influence, clash and co-existence
of diverse native and international
populations during decisive moments in
American, Colonial and World History.
Truly, legend, lore and intrigue all come
together in Gloucester. From ages past
to the present day she has been a place
of firsts and lasts. She is an ever-evolving
but ever enchanting part of the vast
Chesapeake Bay region of Virginia.
The lands, rivers and waterways
known to encompass, flow through and
border modern-day Gloucester were
inhabited by Native American hunter/
gatherers for thousands of years before
the first Spanish missionaries or English
settlers arrived here. They were the very
first to know how lovely, rich and fertile
this area was. In our lifetime, no eye
has seen what lush beauty and natural
abundance must have existed for these
early inhabitants and settlers.
It is through Gloucester that the
remainder of the Middle Peninsula,
Northern Neck and points beyond were
settled. It was truly a gateway for those
Native American and English “first
families” whose names we still recognize
to this very day and whose sons and
daughters have gone on to directly and
indirectly change and enrich the lives of
future generations of Americans.
History comes to life when we
examine it through the eyes of those
who lived it, witnessed it and recorded
it, so many years ago. To write merely an
article on Gloucester County history is a
difficult task indeed, as there is so much
to tell. VOLUMES simply cannot contain
it all, but I will try my best to hit the high
points and leave the rest for another day.
The intrigue and human drama attached
to Gloucester’s history is remarkably full
of twists and turns that will leave you on
the edge of your seat.

On Your Mark, Get Set, Sail
The race was on as the late sixteenth
century saw increased nautical exploration and territorial expansion around
the world by the major seafaring superpowers of the day. With that said—
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Gloucester saw some of these visionaries,
explorers and privateers in an up-close
and personal way.
The first “known” Europeans, to
explore the waters of the Chesapeake
Bay were the Spanish who accidentally
encountered it while searching for an
inland passage to Asia. Later, in 1524,
Giovanni de Verrazano, an Italian in the
employ of France, named the Chesapeake
Bay the “Bahia de Santa Maria.” In
1562, Spanish cartographer Diego
Gutierrez drew the first known map
of the Chesapeake Bay. John White, an
Englishman and governor of the vanished
Roanoke Colony had also drawn maps
of the Chesapeake Bay including details
of the James and York Rivers. He also
created watercolor renderings of native
life, plants, animals and more that aided
future expeditions — all before the dawn
of the seventeenth century. These amazing
resources and first-hand accounts
must have been seen and utilized by
Christopher Newport and Captain John
Smith, who would later make their
own mark on the New World and on
Gloucester. John Smith’s map of the
Chesapeake Bay would include the area

now known as Gloucester and was by far
the most accurate and detailed of all the
Chesapeake Bay maps of the day.
With the Spanish steadily colonizing
vast areas of the Caribbean, Mexico and
portions of Florida, it was only a matter
of time before they would make their
mark in Virginia, unless someone beat
them to it!

Spanish Jesuits Come to
the York River
Around 1560 a young American Indian,
said to be the son of a Native American
Chief, was abducted out of coastal waters
by the Spanish. Without a choice in the
matter, he traveled to St. Augustine,
Havana, and Mexico where he was
educated and baptized Don Louis de
Valasco. He was later sent to Madrid,
Spain where he received additional
education and had an audience with
King Phillip II. It is said that he spoke
continually of his homeland, near the
present day York River. Although they
had removed the boy from his native
country, they could not remove “the
country” from the boy.
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Gloucester business section.

The day eventually came when the
young man’s captors sought to capitalize
on his knowledge of his fellow natives,
their language and the land from whence
he had been taken—over ten years earlier.
In 1570, a band of nine Jesuits led by
Father Juan Baptista de Segura, Don Louis
and one little Cuban boy named Alonso
set sail to evangelize and convert the
natives in the York river area of Virginia,
using Don Louis as their interpreter/guide.

It is doubtful that many of us can even
imagine the anxiety, conflicting emotions
and elation that Don Louis must have felt,
knowing that he was finally going home.
Shortly after arriving at what the
missionaries hoped would become the
Ajacán (Axacán) Mission, near present day
Queens Creek, Don Louis defected and
returned to his native people. Realizing
that Don Louis had returned to his
people, the Jesuits did the best they could

to survive while they waited for a supply
ship to return. In a tragic twist, Don Louis
returned to the mission with members
of his tribe, brutally killing the nine
Jesuit missionaries. What led up to this is
unknown. Perhaps it was retribution for
the abduction, perhaps Don Louis realized
what would become of his people if the
mission succeeded on a large scale. We
will never know the dynamics in play that
led up to the massacre.
Only Alonso was spared, perhaps out of
pity, as Don Louis could certainly identify
with him. After the massacre, Alonso was
helped by a rival Chief until 1572, when
the boy was rescued by the Governor of
Florida, who had come to find out what
had happened to the Spanish mission.
The Governor, having heard from Alonso
what transpired, searched for Don Louis,
who proved to be elusive. Eight Indians
were captured and identified as having
participated in the brutal massacre as they
were wearing some of the crucifixes and
had other items that had belonged to the
monks. The judgment against them was
swift and sure. As a result of these events
the Spanish left the area to concentrate on
mission work in Mexico.
Had the Jesuit mission been successful
and England not beat the Spanish in
colonizing the coastal region of Virginia,
we might all be speaking Spanish right
now. It is utterly amazing how one event,
one day and one decision can affect the
lives of people for centuries to come,
without even knowing it at the time.

The English Make Their Move
It was no accident that the English
headed for and landed in the Chesapeake
Bay, not far from Gloucester County.
Although originally financed by investors
and set up as a for-profit venture, the
riches sought and found in the New
World were not spices, silver or gold,
but the land itself—tobacco, and the
glistening waters, teeming with life—that
greeted them upon their arrival in May of
1607. Imagine a band of ill-prepared men
with grandiose visions and nothing to
lose stepping foot onto Virginia shores for
the first time. What they found must have
astounded them.

How Gloucester Was Named
The English settlements surrounding
8
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THE ENGLISH SETTLEMENTS SURROUNDING JAMESTOWN
WERE KNOWN AS JAMES CITTIE BY 1619. IN 1634, THE NAME
OF THE AREA CONTAINING PRESENT-DAY GLOUCESTER WAS
CHANGED TO CHARLES RIVER SHIRE BY KING CHARLES I. THE
NATIVE AMERICANS REFERRED TO THE AREA AS
PAMUNKIE, WHICH MEANS “RISING UPLAND.”

Jamestown were known as James Cittie
by 1619. In 1634, the name of the area
containing present-day Gloucester was
changed to Charles River Shire by King
Charles I. The Native Americans referred
to the area as Pamunkie, which means
“rising upland.”
As early as 1639 land grants
were bestowed by Charles I to those
adventurers of purse and person who
garnered his favor and understood that
the means to wealth was land ownership
in the New World. Even though the land
in Gloucester was not actually declared
completely safe for settling until 1649,
many took the risk and obtained vast
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land holdings in what would become
Gloucester County.
In 1642, during the civil wars in
England, the name of the county and
river was changed to York, before
Charles I literally lost his head. The
county was officially created in 1651 and
named for Henry, Duke of Gloucester,
who was the third son of Charles I. Early
land grants were awarded to ancient
planters whose family names would be
recognizable to us today. The Great-Great
Grandfather of George Washington,
Augustine Warner I, was one of these
men. Many of the families to originally
settle the area still have a presence here

through place names and historic homes
that continue to grace the lands and
waterways of modern day Gloucester.
Native magnolias, dogwood and a
host of exquisite flowering trees also grow
throughout the woodlands in Gloucester.
Another unique characteristic of
Gloucester are the vast rivers of daffodils
that have naturalized throughout the rural
lands of this truly beautiful county. The
daffodils of Gloucester still bear glorious
witness to the nameless, faceless settlers
and indentured servants who brought
these gilded treasurers all the way across
the Atlantic Ocean to bloom in a brave
new world!
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A Place of Power

An influential site since the 1200s, Werowocomoco is located along the York River’s
Purtan Bay in Gloucester County. Many believe it was the political and spiritual center
of the Tidewater Indian world for more than 400 years before English colonists from
Jamestown recorded visits there. Abandoned in 1609, the site remained in private hands
until becoming part of the National Park System in 2016.
Werowocomoco [WAYR-uh-wah-KOH-muh-koh], translated from the Algonquian
language, means “place of leadership.” At the time Captain John Smith traveled the York
River, a spiritual and political leader named Powhatan made it his seat of power.

This 16th-century image of an Algonquian
settlement in the Carolinas helps us
understand how space may have been used
in Virginia Indian communities of the same
period. (Theodor de Bry engraving of 1585
John White painting of “The Town of Secota”)
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Site Layout
Two parallel trenches at the site, built over several hundred years, suggest that
Werowocomoco was a powerful place long before Powhatan lived there. Excavations
of these deep double trenches have revealed to archeologists and researchers native
ceramics, evidence of stone tools, and plant remains.
The presence and size of the trenches suggest that Werowocomoco was an
extraordinary place. In addition to its earlier importance to Virginia Algonquian tribes,
it marks the first ever meeting between native and English leaders, as described in the
writings of Captain John Smith.
Werowocomoco also had a dense residential area close to the waterfront with
neighboring sections for growing crops and others designated for ritual activities.
Gloucester County, Virginia

Artist’s concept of Werowocomoco circa late 1500s

Convergence of Cultures
Powhatan may not have been the only
strong leader to assert himself in the
Tidewater region but he may have been
the first to extend his reach so widely.
Originally known as Wahunsenacawh,
he was born about 1540 near the falls
of the Powhatan (now James) River.
Expanding his authority through force,
intermarriage, and spiritual and political
influence, by 1607 he received tribute
from an estimated 30 tribes and made
Werowocomoco his headquarters.
Captain John Smith was brought to
Werowocomoco after being captured
in 1607, and that is where the story
of his rescue by Powhatan’s daughter,
Pocahontas, is believed to have taken
place. According to Smith he was
surrounded by men “ready with their
The House & Home Magazine

clubs, to beate out his braines.” Then
“Pocahontas the Kings dearest daughter,
when no intreaty could prevaile, got his
head in her armes, and laid her owne
upon his to save him from death.”
Historians are uncertain how much
of this legend is embellished and exactly
what might have occurred. Smith, a selfpromoter, wrote about his encounter a
number of times, but the details—and at
times events themselves—differ. Though
he wrote about his capture shortly after
it occurred, he makes no mention in his
writings of Pocahontas or his liberation
until 17 years later. What is clear is that he
first visited Werowocomoco as a captive,
but he returned on a number of other
occasions to trade.
Pocahontas, also known as Matoaka
and Amonute, was a favored daughter of
Powhatan, lived at Werowocomoco, and

Powhatan at Werowocomoco. Inset from John
Smith’s Map of Virginia or 1630 HondiusBlaeu Map
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visited James Fort (Jamestown) as a child. In
many ways she served as a liaison between the
two communities, helping to secure a fragile
peace. At age 15 or 16 she was kidnapped and
held for ransom by the English. Eventually
she converted to Christianity, adopted the
name Rebecca, and married a widower, John
Rolfe, in Jamestown. After a tour of England
to recruit more support for the English colony,
she died of an unknown illness just as she was
returning home.
Indians associated with the Powhatan
era did not disappear with Werowocomoco
or in the centuries that followed. Today, the
descendants of the tribes associated with the
Powhatan chiefdom persist and honor their
heritage while having endured violence,
racism, and losing most of their traditional
lands.

GLOUCESTER

Pasture West excavation block, facing South

Revealing Werowocomoco
The Virginia State Historical
Marker dedicated to
Werowocomoco is located around
the historic Court Circle directly
behind the Colonial Court House.
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Although Werowocomoco played a significant
role for hundreds of years, the evidence of its
former inhabitants has unfortunately been
erased from the landscape. Until recently our
knowledge was limited to brief references
written only from the English perspective.
Archeology now reveals the stories of the people
who lived, worked, and worshipped on this
extraordinary site. Even so, this material needs
to be interpreted by researchers, archeologists,
and the descendants of the Virginia Indian
tribes who had a relationship with Powhatan to
help us understand that world.
After Powhatan moved away and English
settlement spread, Werowocomoco became
more of a story than a place. Its exact location
became unclear. In 2001 archeologists
following up on 1970s research and clues in
the historical record met with landowners
and saw examples of the site’s hidden past. A
formal archeological survey in 2002 provided
the evidence that Werowocomoco had been
found.
The National Park Service, assisted by
The Conservation Fund and in collaboration
with the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources and the landowners, acquired the
Werowocomoco site to be part of the Captain
John Smith Chesapeake National Historic
Trail. Gloucester County, the Commonwealth
of Virginia, and Virginia Indian tribes will
be integral partners with the National Park
Service as planning for Werowocomoco
continues. The site is not yet open to the
public.
To learn more about the trail and
Werowocomoco, visit www.nps.gov/cajo. H
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Notable Firsts and People
from Gloucester Who
Changed the World
“Wahunsencawh” Also Known
as The Great Powhatan
The Great Chief Powhatan was, without
question, one of the great people from
Gloucester who changed the world. His
dwelling place was at Werowocomoco—
“the meeting place of the chiefs”— on
the shores of the York River, at Purtan
(Poetan) Bay. Born in 1545, he inherited
a chiefdom of four to six tribes that
he expanded (through negotiation or
coercion) to thirty-two by the time the
English arrived at Jamestown. In his own
words Smith described Powhatan as an
emperor of sorts, a statuesque and wellproportioned man with a strong, lean
body capable of any sort of work. Smith
was obviously respectful of the man and
the personal presence that characterized
this great native King, who lived to be
seventy years old and died in 1618.
It is estimated that Powhatan’s
chiefdom numbered somewhere between
12,000 and 21,000 persons. Descendents
of the Powhatan chiefdom still dwell
among us in the Middle Peninsula and
Tidewater Regions of Virginia. Indeed,
they are the true “first families” of
Virginia. It is safe to say that Powhatan
and his people were the key ingredient in
the survival of the first permanent English
settlement in America. Pocahontas figured
prominently in all of this.

Thomas, Smith took it upon himself
to write the Queen of England a letter
regarding his experience with Pocahontas,
in the New World. His words are
as follows:
“Most admired Queen—
…So it is, that some ten years ago being
in Virginia, and taken prisoner by the power
of Powhatan their chief King, I received from
this great Salvage exceeding great courtesy,
especially from his son Nantaquaus…and
his sister Pocahontas, the Kings most dear
and well-beloved daughter, being but a child
of twelve or thirteen years of age…she
hazarded the beating out of her own brains to
save mine; and not only that, but so prevailed
with her father, that I was safely conducted
to Jamestown: where I found about eight and
thirty miserable poor and sick creatures, to
keep possession of all those large territories of
Virginia; such was the weakness of this poor
commonwealth, as had the salvages not fed
us, we directly had starved. And this relief,
most gracious Queen, was commonly brought
us by this Lady Pocahontas.”
Speculation has run rampant regarding the relationship that existed between
Pocahontas and Captain Smith, which

was most likely one of curiosity and a
mere acquaintance. Much has been made
about Captain Smith’s intentions and
hidden agenda in writing this letter to
Queen Anne. Could it be in a nostalgic
moment, that Smith merely wanted
Pocahontas, as Lady Rebecca, to receive
as gracious a welcome from Queen Anne
as she herself, her brother and her father
had shown to him and his co-horts so
many years before in Virginia? Or perhaps
he was shamelessly promoting himself
and trying to attach himself to her coattails.
Pocahontas’ life story is still inspiring
four hundred years after her death. Her
personal dignity in the face of great
tribulation, her resilience, generosity of
heart and ability to build bridges with
those who were very different than her
native people rank her as one of the most
captivating and intriguing women in
American history. She will forever endure
as the first and only true American
princess to set foot on foreign (English)
soil. A life-sized statue of Pocahontas
graces the garden at St. George’s Church,
Gravesend, Kent, England.

The Brave and Immortal Pocahontas
Throughout our lives we have all heard
stories, whether real or embellished about
Pocahontas. She was named Matoaka by
her uncle Openchancanough. A life-sized
bronze statue of her graces Main Street
at Gloucester Courthouse as a continual
reminder of her importance to the early
founding of our nation and the saving
of the early colonists from starvation.
She was used as a pawn by the English
who captured her around 1613 and held
her hostage at Jamestown, where she
met and was educated by John Rolfe, a
widower. They later married resulting in
a temporary peace between the English
settlers and the Powhatan Chiefdom.
In 1616, upon hearing that Pocahontas
would be coming to England with her
husband John Rolfe and young son
The House & Home Magazine
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Gloucester lore had long held that
“Powhatan’s Chimney” was the site of
Werowocomoco, although archaeological
evidence has now proven otherwise.

Powhatan’s Chimney

Powhatan’s Chimney
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Gloucester lore had long held that “Powhatan’s Chimney”
was the site of Werowocomoco, although archaeological
evidence has now proven otherwise. History records that
John Smith ordered Dutch workers to build a house and
chimney for Powhatan as part of an agreement between the
two men, designed to quell tensions between them. As a result
of information obtained from the Dutch, as well as Smith’s
failure to provide the firearms Powhatan requested as part of
a good faith exchange for corn (during a time of drought and
famine) the trust between the men eroded. With the colonists
requiring more corn and food resources and Powhatan
growing weary of the “gimmy” mentality of the colonists, he
quietly moved his headquarters to a more secluded location
on the Chickahominy River. He may have been influenced to
make this move by his half-brother, Openchancanough, who
wanted to see more distance between them and the English.
In 1888 the chimney collapsed. Today Powhatan’s
Chimney stands as a monument to two great men, two great
cultures and the clash of those cultures that later ensued.

Gloucester County, Virginia

The Virginia Institute of
Marine Science now occupies
a large portion of the
original site. The location
was north of the Point— at a
place known as “The Hook.”

Tyndall’s Point and the
Gloucester Point
Archaeological District
Tyndall’s Point was named for Robert
Tyndall who surveyed the Chesapeake
Bay with Captain John Smith and
Christopher Newport. There were
three known forts to have been built
here throughout the years. In 1667,
fortifications and a stockade were built
to protect the area from attack by Dutch
forces which were at war with England. It
was officially named Fort James in 1671.
In 1781 fortifications were built by
Cornwallis as a fall-back point for the
British if they needed them during the
siege of Yorktown. The Virginia Militia
and French forces of the Duke de Lauzon
led the attack against Tarleton on the
Gloucester side. This forced a British
retreat toward Gloucester Point. A sudden
storm and a French blockade of the river
prevented Cornwallis and Tarleton from
ever meeting up and joining forces.
‘The third fortification, a star-shaped
fort constructed in 1862 by Confederate
forces, was modified and occupied by
Union forces from 1863 to 1865. Portions
of these fortifications can still be seen today.
The Virginia Institute of Marine Science
now occupies a large portion of the original
site. The location was north of the Point—
at a place known as “The Hook.”
As an interesting footnote, the Duke
de Lauzon personally financed and
organized his own para-military/foreign
legion which consisted of two companies
of infantry, one artillery company and two
squadrons of cavalry. With an obvious
penchant for a good fight and the desire
to help America win its independence
from Great Britain, he teamed up with
French and American forces in the Battle
of the Hook. He based his forces in
Gloucester County, preventing a retreat
of British forces from across the river at
Yorktown. His men also had the honor of
standing guard as the surrendering British
forces gave up their arms. And now you
know the rest of the story!
The House & Home Magazine
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Warner Hall
GLOUCESTER

Warner Hall, located on the Severn River was established
in 1642 by land grant and was the home for generations of
the Warner and Lewis families. It was the home of George
Washington’s great grandfather and of his grandmother,
Mildred Warner Washington. The current mansion seen today
was built in 1905, replacing an earlier house destroyed by fire
in 1845. Colonial stables of brick construction still survive
as well as a walled Warner/Lewis family cemetery. George
Washington and Queen Elizabeth II of England share common
ancestors who lived, died and are buried at Warner Hall. Isn’t
it ironic that the First American President and the reigning
Queen of England would share an intriguing familial bond in
Gloucester County, Virginia of all places?
Other sites and amazing historic homes include:
Toddsbury, White Hall, Timberneck, the Shelly Archaeological
District, Capahosic, the Rosewell Ruins, Roaring Springs, Little
England, Lands End, Lowland Cottage, Kempsville, Exchange,
Elmington, Auburn, Dunham-Massie, The Gloucester County
Museum, Holly Knoll, Gloucester Women’s Club, Seawall’s
Ordinary, Fairfield Archaeological Site, Airville, Burgh Westra,
Abingdon Glebe house and many others not listed herein.

Abingdon and Ware Churches
Warner Hall

Two of the remaining colonial churches in Virginia can be
found in Gloucester. Abingdon and Ware churches have
truly stood the test of time. George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson are known to have frequented the Church at
Abingdon, which was built around 1719. It is the second
church on the site. The interior was restored to its original
colonial appearance in the 1980s. Ware Church was built
sometime in the second quarter of the 18th century and
served many of Gloucester County’s most notable citizens
of the day. The exterior brick is laid in Flemish bond with
clear blue glazed headers and gauged brick arches. Original
woodwork remains on the interior as well. A breathtaking
display of daffodils blooms on the grounds draws admirers
every year, from far and wide.

Historical Rosewell...

Abingdon Church
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...where the past is presence. The ruins of one of the finest
mansions built in the colonies sits on the bank of the York
River in Gloucester County, Virginia. Here, you may see the
brickwork and grace of form and scale which have inspired
poets and architects since Thomas Jefferson.
Begun in 1725, Rosewell was home to the Page family
for more than 100 years. John Page, grandson of the builder,
attended William and Mary with Jefferson. It was here that the
two young patriots first began to explore what lay ahead of the
emerging nation in which they would play such an important
role.
Though slightly changed by a later owner and ravaged
by time and economic hardships, Rosewell was still regarded
as a place of grandeur and importance. Through the years
following the war between the states, parties and dances
continued in the Great Hall. Finally, in 1916, a tragic fire
Gloucester County, Virginia

swept the mansion leaving a magnificent
shell which is testament to 18th century
craftsmanship and dreams.
What remains are the four chimneys,
the east wall with its regal compass head
window complete with carved keystone,
the wine cellar and enough of the walls
that one may sense the proportion and
scale of this unique structure. The fourth
and last family to own Rosewell donated
the ruins site to the Gloucester Historical
Society in 1979. Since 1995, the Rosewell
Foundation has taken on the mission of
preserving, studying, and presenting this
historic ruin.
Today, the Rosewell ruins features a
visitor’s center, gift shop and is available
for events.

Rosewell

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
CLOSED: November 1 - March 31
5113 Old Rosewell Lane
Gloucester, VA 23061
Phone: 804-693-2585
foundation@rosewell.org

Woodville School

Walter Reed’s Birthplace
Walter Reed was born in 1851, near Belroi, in a lovely white
frame cottage typical of smaller houses found throughout
the Tidewater Region of Virginia. He made the discovery
that yellow fever was transmitted by mosquitoes, which led
to the demise of yellow fever as a lethal killer. His birthplace
was acquired by the APVA in 1968. Local hospitals and other
facilities are named in his honor and carry on his legacy of
eradicating communicable diseases around the world.

Woodville School

Ware Church
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Woodville School was built in 1923 in Gloucester County,
Virginia as one of the more than 5300 schools built throughout
southern states between 1917 and 1932. Julius Rosenwald,
president of Sears, Roebuck and Company in collaboration with
Booker T. Washington, president of Tuskegee Institute created
the “Rosenwald Fund Program” with the mission of providing
assistance funds for the construction of quality school buildings
for African American students. Including Woodville School
seven were built in Gloucester. The Woodville School is
the only one remaining in the County and one of only 800
remaining of the original 5300. These 800 have been named
as historic and placed on the nation’s most endangered list. At
least 60 former Rosenwald Schools, including Woodville School
have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places and
in 2015 the National Trust classified the Rosenwald Schools as
National Treasures.
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Remembering Thomas Calhoun, the
first black attorney to practice law in
Gloucester County.

Walter Reed’s birthplace
From 1923 to 1942 the two class room
Woodville School was used as a school
house for African American students.
In 1942 the Gloucester County School
Board sold the school to a developer who
converted it to a single family dwelling
and it remained as such until 2001. The
building then became a storage facility for
a local antiques business. Threatened with
the possible loss of the school building
to commercial development in the area,
the Economic Development Authority
(EDA) of Gloucester County purchased
the property in 2013. EDA created a
nonprofit foundation to rehabilitate
and establish a reuse of the school as a
community asset.
The Foundation, with the help of grants
from the Saving the Rosenwald Schools
Fund, EPA, private and corporate
donations, as well as countless volunteer
hours, is returning the school to a
representation of its original use. When
complete the 6000 square foot Woodville
School is expected to serve as a learning
center and community center. The
interior will have one classroom outfitted
with period school desks. This classroom
will be convertible so that it can also
be used for larger public meeting or
small receptions. The other class room
will be divided into two smaller rooms
18

for meetings and learning centers. The
Foundation has completed the installation
of a heating and air conditioning system,
upgraded the electrical and plumbing
systems and installed an ADA approved
bathroom.
woodvillerosenwaldschool.org
4310 George Washington
Memorial Hwy
Gloucester, VA 23061
PO Box 1971
Contact: Dr Wesley C Wilson
804-693-6543
sailboat@cox.net

Other Gloucester Notables
In 1714 one of the earliest coins made
in the colonies was known as the
“Gloucester Token.” This is bound to have
greatly irritated the crown.
John Buckner, Gloucester County’s
clerk of the court owned the first printing
press in Virginia in 1682.
On July 14, 1770, one of the first
Tea Parties took place in Gloucester
County (on the York), with unanimous
support from officials in both Gloucester
and Yorktown.
Thomas Calhoun Walker (1862–1953)
heard the emancipation proclamation
read from under a honey pod tree as a

small boy. As he grew, he sought every
opportunity to work and educate himself.
As a young man, he literally talked his
way into admittance at Hampton Institute
where he was initially rejected for lack
of education. He went on to become
one of the most well-loved citizens in
Gloucester and the first black attorney
to practice law in Gloucester County. He
was a strong advocate for the importance
of education, personal responsibility and
land ownership for blacks. He was elected
twice to the Gloucester County Board of
Supervisors from 1891–1895. Walker
was appointed as the Commonwealth
of Virginia’s first black collector of
customs in 1893 and became the only
black person to hold statewide office
in President Roosevelt’s Works Project
Administration.
Thomas Jefferson and George
Washington spent many years in
Gloucester County visiting either friends
or family at Warner Hall and Rosewell.
Rosewell, built by the Mann family of
Gloucester, was the grandest colonial
home ever built in Virginia. The
ruins that remain to this day attest
to its grandeur.
With so much yet to tell, the vast
History of Gloucester and her marvelous
estates are still relatively untouched.
I hope this article has uncovered some
of the lesser known things that might
provoke a greater appreciation and
understanding of the forces that collided
here and left their mark for future
generations to ponder. H
Gloucester County, Virginia

Gloucester Artifacts

A

Gloucester Point artifacts discovered at the
British fortification site on the Virginia Institution
of Marine Science campus. These Revolutionary War artifacts are on permanent
display at the Gloucester County Museum of History located next to the
Historic Colonial Court Circle.
A

63rd Infantry Cartridge
Box Plate

One of two British brass plates recovered
from excavations at Gloucester Point. The
Light Infantry Company of the 63rd Regiment of Foot was incorporated into the
Second Battalion of Light Infantry serving
at Yorktown.
B

Gun Flint Hammer & Flint
Knapping Tool

Recovered from a Revolutionary War
military hut associated with the British
occupation of Gloucester Point during
the Siege of Yorktown. The tool was part
of a soldier’s kit to shape gunflints for use
on muskets.
C British Bayonet

One of three bayonets recovered from
the excavation at VIMS. It is just over 21
inches long and is the British Brown Bess
1730-1820 style.
Tarleton’s British Legion Regimental
Insignia. This brass script letter “L” was
most likely an ornament perhaps on a
leather cap. Approximately 200 men
from the British Legion were stationed
at Gloucester Point.
D Bilboes

A relatively simple restraining device
placed around the wrists or ankles and
secured by an iron rod that served as a
physical and socially humiliating punishment in England and Colonial America.
The restrained individual was often hung
upside down, adding to the pain and humiliation. Nine such items were recovered near
British military huts at Gloucester Point.
E

Spanish Real Piece

Eight coins from the Revolutionary War
era or earlier were recovered. That was a
time when coinage was extremely rare.
This is a quarter of a Spanish Real coin
and is marked with the Arms of Philip V
The House & Home Magazine

B

in a cartouche and therefore can be dated
between 1706 and 1740.
F

64th Infantry Uniform
Button

This uniform button was recovered from
the cellar of a hut that is believed to have
been for British military officers encamped

C

at Gloucester Point. It is the tin-plated
front of a two piece button and most likely
belonged to the Light Infantry Company of
the British 64th Regiment of Foot.
G Grenadier Brass Plate

This is one of two British brass plates
recovered at Gloucester Point. The flaming
grenade indicates that it may be a plate
used on a British grenadier’s cartridge
pouch. Grenadiers were stationed in
Gloucester Point as part of the Queen’s
Rangers and also were in the Brigade
of Guards in Yorktown. The Brigade of
Guards was one of the first groups transported from Yorktown to Gloucester Point
during the aborted attempt to evacuate
Yorktown on October 16th, 1781.
H Musket Side Plate

D

E

F

G

This is a brass musket side plate from a
Short Land Pattern Brown Bess musket.”
The Brown Bess was the standard musket
issued to the British army. The side plate
was found with a number of other British
military arms, including musket parts,
bayonets, sword and scabbard parts, and
military insignia that were discarded after
the British surrender.
I

H

Musket Balls

These .69 caliber musket balls are among
the ninety excavated from the VIMS excavation site. As with most Revolutionary
War ammunition, they are consistent with
the caliber of lead ball also used in a
.75 caliber British Brown Bess musket.

I
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Court Circle Buildings
Gloucester’s Historic
The Colonial
Courthouse
Built in 1766 and is one of
the oldest Courthouses in the
country still in use. While court
is no longer held here, it is used
regularly by county government
and the community for meetings.
As you approach the building, you
may notice the original roof line
of the front portico. The current
roof was added to the structure some time in the early 1900s.
When you enter the Courthouse, you will see that it has been
‘modernized.’ In its original state, as you enter the door, the
wall directly in front of you did not exist and you would be
facing the judges. The side ‘wings’ would have been for the
judges’ chambers on one side and jury deliberation on the other
side. There were fireplaces at
each end of the building. Other
changes have been made to the
structure such as the addition
of two windows on the south
wall. There are a number of
interesting plaques on the walls.
The annex was added in 1954
and is now the Gloucester
Visitor Center, where maps,
brochures and information is
available.

The Botetourt Building
Across Main Street from the Court
Circle is the Botetourt Building.
This Gloucester landmark was built
in the late eighteenth century as a
roadside tavern or ordinary and was
known as “John New’s Ordinary.” It
is one of the largest, as well as one
20

of the few, brick taverns surviving from the pre-Revolutionary
period. The building is believed to have been named for Lord
Botetourt Norborne Berkeley, Baron of Botetourt, and sent from
Gloucester, England to be Governor of Virginia. Sisters, Misses
Emily and Ada Cox, assumed operation of the hotel in 1906
and served local residents and travelers in grand style. They
purchased the building in 1915 and began renovations which
brought many changes to the building.
In 1971, Gloucester County received the first Association
for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities Award for Historic
Preservation for restoring and finding a functional use for the
building.
Gloucester Museum of History opened here in the Spring of
2000. Please visit and enjoy changing exhibits and permanent
displays focusing on Gloucester’s past.
Open: Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 804-693-1234

The Clayton Building
Built in 1821 on the
foundation of a 1779
Clerk of the Courts
office. The earlier
building burned in
1820, and with it all
of Gloucester’s records
were destroyed. An
interpretive restoration
now depicts a Clerk
of the Courts office
from the early 1800s.
Beneath the brick is the original stone floor. The very large
stones probably were used as ballast in the ships coming
to America from England. Because the stones had begun to
deteriorate, a protective cloth now covers them and the bricks
are set in sand. The herringbone pattern is typical of the period.
Furnishings in an early clerk’s office were usually ‘hand-medowns’ from the family and community. We chose the furniture
for the large room based on research and visits to the clerk’s
office at Colonial Williamsburg. John Clayton served as Clerk
Gloucester County, Virginia

of the Court in Gloucester for 53 years. However, he never
worked in this building - instead he worked from his home as
was customary for clerks in this period. In 1976, the building
was named in his honor. Clayton was best known for his
contributions as a botanist. An exhibit honoring John Clayton
is in the smaller side room. Artifacts found at the site and an
illustration of his home are most fascinating.

The Debtors
Prison
This tiny building was
constructed around
1823 over a portion
of a much earlier
structure. Recently,
under the guidance of an
architectural historian,
the modern interior walls
were removed to reveal
the original interior of
1 ¼ inch planks laid
horizontally. The planks
vary in width between
7 and 10 inches and
have several layers of
whitewash. The studs are quite close together and laid flush
against the bare brick of the exterior wall. This same pattern
was used in the ceiling. The placement of the boards on the
walls and ceiling kept prisoners from picking away at the
mortar to escape. Few examples of this construction method
remain today. Furnishings would have been very sparse; most
likely a straw mat for bedding, a table and a few eating utensils.
Debtors who were incarcerated here were allowed out during
the daylight hours for exercise. Boundaries were usually marked
with whitewashed stones and the ‘prisoner’ could go anywhere
within those boundaries... except into a building where there
was a billiard table.

The Old Jail
In 1870, the Board of Supervisors decided to build a new jail,
after an earlier prison on the same site was burned by Federal
troops during the War Between the States. The building was
completed in 1873 and consisted of four rooms, each 16 x 16
feet in size. The upstairs floors were made of 6 inch thick North
Carolina Pine spiked together to form a solid floor. One room
up and one down were constructed as iron cages covered with
bricks. The building’s walls are 18 inches thick. There are two
‘wings’ on the building with newer brick. These additions were
built in the early 1900s and were segregated bathrooms. They
have been modernized and made handicapped accessible.

remainder of the building by a heavy iron door. The walls
are fire proof and the interior of the roof is cement. In
theory, if a fire began in any room, it would not spread to the
remaining building. B. F. Smith designed the building and
traveled throughout the region selling his buildings from a
design catalog. A marble plaque just inside the front door,
commemorates the construction and the county officials
serving at the time. The building was named for Basil Bernard
Roane, Deputy Clerk and Clerk for 59 years. In 2008, a
considerable renovation project was undertaken. Drop ceilings
were removed to expose the original metal interior. Tile floors
were laid in the same pattern as the original floor, paneled walls
were removed to expose the plaster, and lighting was installed
to reflect the type used in the early 1900s. It previously served
as the Gloucester Visitor Center, the Museum of History and
headquarters for Gloucester’s 350th Anniversary Celebration.
Court Day was held once a month and lasted from one to
several days, depending on how many trials were held. It was
a time for socializing,
auctioning livestock, and
catching up on the latest
news. Only men came
to town for Court Day.
The court green was once
surrounded by a rail
fence with a brick stile
for entry and to keep
the livestock out. The
brick wall was built in
1935, probably as a WPA
project.
The Confederate
Monument was unveiled
in September, 1889, in
honor of Gloucester men
who lost their lives in the
War Between the States.
It contains 134 names.
Two names were added
in 2005.
James Daniel Gardner Memorial - Pvt. Gardner, a
Gloucester resident, was the only Gloucester citizen to ever
receive the Congressional Medal of Honor. This honor was
bestowed for his bravery at the Battle of Chapins Farm,
September 29, 1864.

The Roane Building
This 1896 Clerk of the Courts office was built to comply
with the State’s rigid fire codes. After having lost precious
county records on several occasions, officials weren’t taking
any chances. Each of the rooms can be closed off from the
The House & Home Magazine

Members of the Page-Puller Camp, United Confederate Veterans, are shown on the Gloucester court green in 1893
in front of the Confederate monument.
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(Top row, L-R) Dr. William F. Jones, Thomas P. Fary, Prof. T. Jefferson Stubbs, Willoughby W. Mason, Thomas A. Smith, James N. Stubbs, Albert M. Pointer, William K. Perrin
(Second row, L-R) Rev. William T. Williams (son of John W. Williams), John W. Williams, Alexander T. Wiatt, James L. Taliaferro (son of Gen. William B. Taliaferro), Samuel V. Corbell, Thomas S.
Taliaferro, Richard M. Page, Rev. William B. Lee, George W. Walker, William L. Enos, William A. Robins
(Third row, L-R) James L. Stubbs, Joseph F. Hall, John Brown, Gen. William B. Taliaferro, Rev. William E. Wiatt, John B. Donovan, R. Thomas Moore, James L. Philpotts, Alexander Shackelford, William A. Smith
(Bottom row) William T. Waddell, George Henry C. Enos, Charles Catlett, William R. Thruston, Maryus Jones, James R. Bridges, Richard C. Byrd, and Richard A. Fitzhugh

Department of Economic Development
Sherry Spring, Executive Director Economic Development
Post Office Box 329
Gloucester, Virginia 23061
Office: 804.693.1415 • Fax: 804.824.2488

www.gloucesterva.info/eda

Jenny Crittenden
Executive Director
Main Street Preservation Trust &
Cook Foundation
804-824-9614
director@mspt.org
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Director Main Street Association
(804) 695-0700
www.gloucestervillage.com

Gloria Mazzella Williams
Executive Director
Chamber of Commerce
(804) 693-2425
www.gloucestervachamber.org

Gloucester County, Virginia
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Photo courtesy of
Bruce Nelson Photography

SHOP. DINE. LOVE. EXPLORE.

Main Street.

The Gloucester Village has everything you need.
And want.
24
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“A modern take on the classic American downtown. Shop, eat, drink,
stroll, laugh, taste, toast, dance, talk, meet up. On the very Main Street
where that’s all been happening for 300 years.”

G

loucester Main Street Village is a tour de
force of shopping, dining, culture and
history. With roots in colonial America —
Revolutionary War patriots mustered on the steps of
the circa 1766 Colonial Courthouse that’s still in use
right on Main Street — come experience Virginia’s
oldest living village.

Gloucester Village entrepreneurs and boutique shop owners
have what you need. And want. It’s that simple. From antiques
to women’s boutiques, you can come browse and find what
you’re looking for at the more than two dozen retail stores on
Main Street. Take your time and find something for yourself …
and someone else. Main Street is also known for great food. If
you like food, not to mention wine and craft beers and appetizers and desserts and seafood right out of Chesapeake Bay, you’ll
like Main Street. The cuisines are local, regional and international. Try us. Literally. You’ll like what you taste and drink on
Main Street.
GLOUCESTER MAIN STREET’S SECRET

The Main Street Preservation Trust and the Gloucester Main
Street Association are both nonprofit organizations who recognize the role a vital downtown plays in preserving and furthering
the community’s identity, spirit and economy. These organizations work together to strengthen the village through programs
like the façade and interior grants, business coaching, co-operative marketing campaigns and assistance in hosting downtown
events.
n Annual Blues and Brews event that brings together top
musical acts, oysters and microbrew beers.
n Free community trick-or-treating along Main Street and a
Christmas Open House
n Shopping and dining events, like the Award-Winning
Wine Walk and sidewalk sales.
MAIN STREET NOW
Today, the Gloucester Village boasts storefront and streetscape
improvements, providing a picturesque setting for boutique
shops and restaurants along Main Street. With themes of yesteryear mixed with the energy of today, the Gloucester Village
functions as it did over 300 years ago….as the hub and center
for Gloucester. It beckons to be re-discovered by you. H

As a designated Virginia Main Street Community, the Gloucester
Village has more to offer every day – more shops, more dining,
more events and more LIFE. This progress did not just happen,
it is largely thanks to the ongoing unified efforts of businesses,
groups and community members coordinated through the
downtown organizations.

The House & Home Magazine
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Calendar

OF Events

May - September
Concerts on the Green
6509 Main St. FREE!
www.visitgloucesterva.org

Early Spring March/April
Sat. 9am - 5pm & Sun. noon - 5pm
Annual Daffodil Festival
Parade at 10 am Saturday, fine arts,
original handcrafts and live entertainment
all weekend. Dog show and good food!
FREE! 6509 Main Street
www.daffodilfestivalva.org

Last weekend in April 10am - 5pm
Garden Club of Gloucester
Historic Garden Week
Ticket information and advanced tickets
available at
gloucester@vagardenweek.org

3rd Wednesday in
May & October
Abingdon Ruritan Club
Seafood Festival
Festivals are held twice yearly
8784 Guinea Road, Bena, Va. Tickets $50
www.abingdonruritanclub.com
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Memorial Weekend
Saturday 10am - 4pm
7th Virginia Regiment
Encampment
Life during the Revolutionary
War portrayed by re-enactors.
Drilling of recruits, black
powder firing demonstrations and
more. FREE! 6509 Main St.
www.visitgloucesterva.org

One Week prior to
Memorial Day Weekend
Annual Gloucester Arts Festival will
bring some of the finest painters from the
East Coast to paint the beauty of Gloucester’s surroundings in a plein air painting
competition. Events will feature observing
the artists at work, art shows and sales,
children’s painting activities and awards.
More information pleinairgloucester@
gmail.com

Last Saturday in May 8pm
Virginia Symphony Under the Stars
Enjoy a summer evening of music
under the stars sponsored by the
Cook Foundation. Bring your lawn
chair or blanket, picnic supper, and
the entire family. Walter Reed Hospital
campus on Main St. FREE!
www.gloucestervillage.com

Last Weekend
in May
(Sat & Sun)
Surf & Turf
Tournaments
Baystars’ Fourth
Annual Surf and Turf Tournament will
be held at Woodville Park.
www.baystarsfc.com

July 4th
Gloucester Point Beach
Swim, fish, picnic and watch
Yorktown’s fireworks! FREE!
www.visitgloucesterva.org
Second Saturday
in September
Every Odd Year
10am - 4pm
River Country
Quilt Show
Showcasing quilters
from Gloucester,
Mathews & Middlesex. Tickets $2.
www.visitgloucesterva.org
3rd Weekend in September
Saturday 8am - noon
Gloucester Master
Gardeners’
Annual Plant Sale
Next to Main
Library. Planting
education, tool
sharpening,
garden-related items,
silent auction, and
more! FREE! 804-693-2602
Gloucester County, Virginia

October 31st 5:30 - 8pm
Main Street Trick or Treat
www.gloucestervillage.com

3rd Weekend in September
Annual Bluegrass Festival
Thousand Trails Campground
540-894-8444 campsites and tickets
www.thousandtrails.com

Last Weekend in September
Guinea Jubilee
The Jubilee features cultural
activities, arts and crafts, parade,
seafood, and fireworks
www.guineajubilee.com
3rd Saturday
in October
11am - 7pm
Main Street Blues
‘N Brews
Micro Brews, great food
and live entertainment.
For tickets
www.gloucestervillage.com
3rd Sunday in
October
Rosewell BBQ at
the Ruins
tickets:
www.rosewell.org
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Next to last Saturday
in September • 11am - 5pm
Annual Gloucester Wine Festival
Fine Virginia Wines, gourmet food, fine
arts, crafts and much more. tickets & info
www.gloucesterwinefestival.com

Next to Last Weekend
in October
Sat. 10am - 5pm
Sun. 25th noon - 5pm
Renaissance Festival
Enter a world of Medieval fantasy.
Juggling workshops, knighting
ceremonies, royal archery contest, and
masquerade ball. FREE! 6509 Main St.
www.visitgloucesterva.org
Last Weekend
in October
Fri. - Sat. 7-10pm
Beaverdam
Haunted Trail
A challenging night
of fright in the
woods.
Tickets & info
www.visitgloucesterva.org

1st Weekend in November
1pm-4pm
Annual Virginia Oyster
Half-Shell Tasting
Tickets available at Kelsick Market.
Learn more about TOGA at
www.oystergardener.com

1st Saturday in December
Holiday Parade FREE!
www.visitgloucesterva.org

1st Weekend in December
10am - 5pm
Main St. Open House & Tree Lighting
FREE! www.gloucestervillage.com
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Blueways Trails

Navigating the Land
of the

Life Worth Living
By Stephanie Heinatz

With a rich history,
industrious and friendly
people and a wealth
of natural beauty, residents and visitors have
discovered the land of
the life worth living
right in Gloucester.
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Gloucester. It’s all right
here. Family, community,
neighbor, tradition.

C

hief Powhatan knew it when
the natural beauty of this place
inspired the Algonquin Indians
to establish their capital, Werowocomoco,
here. It set the stage for Pocahontas to
meet Capt. John Smith.
Today, the more than 36,000 residents
who call Gloucester home know it, too.
More than 80 percent of them own their
home, choosing to live in a region where
the crime rate remains well below average.
Gloucester’s location on the Middle
Peninsula of Virginia makes it the northern

…and
visiting

most county of the booming Hampton
Roads, Va. metro area. The local Economic
Development Authority, the Chamber of
Commerce and Main Street Association
and Main Street Preservation Trust
encourage business expansion and the arts.
Its 500 miles of shoreline features
unparalleled boating access to the
Chesapeake Bay for fishing and recreation.
Festivals celebrating the people and nature
of Gloucester populate the year. The oldest
operating village in Virginia continues to
attract shoppers and diners to its Main
Street and Gloucester’s main thoroughfare,
U.S. Route 17, offers access to it all.
With the rich history, industrious and
friendly people and a wealth of natural
Gloucester County, Virginia

beauty, residents and visitors alike have
discovered that the land of the life worth
living is right here in Gloucester.
Here’s what you can look for when
planning a trip, or contemplating a move,
to the county this year.

the great outdoors
The Gloucester Parks, Recreation and
Tourism Department manages a wide
variety of parks, from the fishing lake and
hiking and riding trails of Beaverdam to
the fields of Woodville Park and the beach
and fishing pier of Gloucester Point.
n Abingdon Park
7087 Powhatan Drive, Hayes
Open daily from sunrise to a half hour
before sunset. Park hosts many sporting
leagues such as spring & fall youth
soccer, whiffleball, teeball & softball.
Home field of GHS Lacrosse. A covered
shelter is available for reservation.
n Ark Park
7963 Number Nine Road, Gloucester
Open daily from 8 am to sunset.
Basketball court is open
from 8 am to 10 pm. Park
hosts a number of sporting
leagues such as spring
& fall youth soccer, field
hockey, whiffleball, teeball
& softball. Playground. A
covered shelter is available for
reservation.
n Beaverdam Park
8687 Roaring Springs Road,
and north entrance
9537 Fary’s Mill Road
Open 7 days a week, closed
on Christmas day. Park
hours vary by time of year,
revolving around sunrise
& sunset. A 635 acre reservoir
surrounded by park lands. The
property features nearly 10 miles of
trails for hikers, bikers & equestrians.
Playground & boat ramps at each
entrance. Rentals of boat, electric
motors, canoes & kayaks. Special
park events include Beaverdam
Haunted Trail, Big Bash Open Bass
Tournaments, Beaverdam Canoe Jam
& several summer nature camps.
Reservations, with fees, are offered for
picnic areas, covered shelters & an
enclosed shelter.
The House & Home Magazine

Beaverdam Park

Brown Park

Gloucester Point Beach
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Gloucester Point Walk
n Brown Park
Foster Road, Gloucester Court House
Open daily at 8 am & closes a half hour
before sunset. Park features several
skateboarding areas, including a ½ pipe.
Future plans to include a dog park &
disc golf.
n Gloucester Point Beach
1255 Greate Road, Gloucester Point
Open daily 5 am to 11 pm, with the
Fishing Pier always open (unless posted

otherwise). Park can be seen from
the George P. Coleman Memorial
Bridge when coming from York
County. Fishing licenses are not
required to fish from the pier thanks
to the sponsorship of Gloucester
Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Department. Enjoy the day with the
family, swimming, playing volleyball
& sun bathing. The park has a boat
ramp, showers & playground. A
popular setting for weddings due to
the beautiful view of the York River.
n Gloucester Point Walk
The Point Walk is a self-guided
interpretative path of 150 yards
along the York River. There
are 11 interpretive panels with
graphics and photos depicting
the topics of Virginia’s First Shots
of the Civil War, transportation
from the early ferries to today’s
Coleman Bridge, Virginia’s first
wharf as Port of Call, Mother
Nature’s extremes and the
sensitive ecology of the Wetlands.
Gloucester County Parks,
Recreation & Tourism
www.visitgloucesterva.org

With the rich history, industrious
and friendly people and a wealth
of natural beauty, residents and
visitors alike have discovered that
the land of the life worth living
is right here in Gloucester.
n Tyndall’s Point Park
1376 Vernon Street, Gloucester Point
Open daily at sunrise & closes half hour
before sunset. Fortified in 1667, this site of
the first Virginia shot fired in the Civil War,
also played an important role in the 1781
Siege of Yorktown. A
strong defensive position
located at the narrowing
of the York River
between Gloucester &
Yorktown. Named for
mariner Robert Tyndall
who came to Virginia
in 1608 with Capt.
Christopher Newport.
Perfect for a leisurely
stroll & learning
more about the
history of the area.

The Bulb Shoppe & Gardens
at Brent and Becky’s
Where Home and Gardens come alive!
Open Monday-Saturday, 10 am to 4 pm
7900 Daffodil Lane, Gloucester, (804) 693-3966 x108
www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com
30
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n Woodville Park
3904 Woodville Park Road, Hayes
Open daily 8 am, closes 1-hour
before sunset. The newest addition
to Gloucester County Parks is
approximately 100 acres in size & is
centrally located in the county. This
beautiful nature park contains both
wetlands & woodlands, athletic fields
& reflective gardens, walking paths
& trails. Great tournament location
featuring multiple fields with some
lighted. Check out the site plan at
www.gloucesterparks.org to see what’s
in store for the future. Construction of
the park has been made possible by the
generosity of individuals’ & businesses’
donations. Winner of the 2013 Best
New Park Award from the Virginia
Recreation & Park Society.

Woodville Park

Gloucester Parks, Recreation
and Tourism
6489 Main Street,
Gloucester, VA 23061
(804) 693-0014
www.visitgloucesterva.org

The House & Home Magazine
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Discovery Lab at VIMS

n At trip to the Bulb Shoppe and Gardens at Brent and
Becky’s is a great stop for anyone, but definitely a must see
for any garden lover. The educational gardens that change
with every visit, will delight and inspire. Expand your
knowledge by joining some of the many workshops, classes
and garden tours offered throughout the year. From bulbs,
plants, home décor, artwork, gifts, and more, stop by to see
what this internationally known, fourth generation, local
business has for you. Plan your trip by visiting
www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com.
n The Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) has a
three-part mission to conduct research, educate students
and citizens, and provide advisory service to policy makers,
industry, and the public. VIMS provides these services to
Virginia, the nation, and the world. Chartered in 1940, VIMS
is among the largest marine research and education centers in
the United States.
VIMS’ Visitors Center in Gloucester Point features aquaria,
audiovisual displays, and life-sized models to showcase
research that helps sustain and enhance estuarine and coastal
resources for current and future generations. The Visitors
Center is generally open year-round Monday through Friday
from 9:00 am - 4:30 pm.
A wide variety of public programs are offered by VIMS,
both in Gloucester Point and at venues throughout Hampton
Roads and the lower Chesapeake Bay region. Guided public
tours are available on select mornings during summer
months; group tours are offered throughout the year. For
information on these and other upcoming events, visit
www.vims.edu/public.

A Marsh Tour

LIVING HISTORY,
EXPERIENCING HISTORY
Gloucester’s deep roots and storied history is celebrated each
day through the efforts of archaeologists, historians and
volunteers working to keep the history of the community alive.
n The Fairfield Foundation believes not only in the power of
archaeology to help a community understand its roots, but
also in the power of digging in the dirt. Literally. The Fairfield
Foundation, named for the plantation near Rosewell where it
does a significant amount of work, works to help preserve the
physical elements of the past throughout the community and
educate the public. They feature frequent public dig days and
other opportunities to help capture history from across the
Middle Peninsula. The Center for Archaeology, Preservation
and Education (The CAPE!) at the former Edge Hill Service
Station on Main Street will be its new home, headquarters and
regional preservation center and archaeology lab open to the
public. www.fairfieldfoundation.org
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THE ARTS
Edgar Degas said art is not what you
see, but what you make others see. In
Gloucester, the arts are celebrated with
all the senses and on a community level,
making even the finest of arts accessible
to every resident, every visitor.
n Arts on Main is a nonprofit
organization, providing a place
for the arts to flourish in Virginia’s
Middle Peninsula. With a gallery
on Gloucester’s Main Street,
Arts on Main offers workshops
and classes to people of all ages,
unique exhibits and events, and a
showplace for artists. Known for
its First Friday exhibitions of art by
local and regional artists, Arts on

Main also partners with the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts through its
Community Partners program to
bring VMFA exhibitions and lecturers
to Gloucester County. The spacious
and open gallery is the area’s venue
for the performing arts, regularly
hosting the Courthouse Community
Orchestra, plays sponsored by the
Cook Foundation, the Lyric Opera, as
well as musical artists. Arts on Main
provides a full schedule of classes
for children, including After School
Enrichment programs, a mentoring
program, and several weeks of Kids’
Summer Camps. Adult classes
include free Figure Drawing and
Photography classes, monthly
and weekly, and specialized
demonstrations by visiting artists.
Arts on Main’s signature event
in 2017 is a partnership with the
Cook Foundation to bring 20
nationally recognized plein air
painters to Gloucester County for a 9
day outdoor painting convention, May
20-28, culminating in an exhibition of
plein air paintings and a performance
by the Virginia Symphony. To find

out more about this event and for
a complete schedule of exhibitions,
First Friday events and performances
throughout the year, visit www.
gloucesterarts.org. Call (804) 8249464 for the most up-to-date news
and to register for classes and summer
camps. The gallery is located at
6580-B Main Street, Gloucester,
VA 23061 and is open WednesdaySaturday, 12 noon - 5pm.
n Thanks to the Cook Foundation,
each summer, the Virginia Symphony
travels to Gloucester and performs
a free outdoor concert for the entire
community in the Village area of the
Courthouse region. The event is set
for the last Saturday in May. Get there
early. It’s become so popular, some
folks arrive hours ahead to tailgate.
n The Cook Foundation is excited to
announce the Annual Gloucester
Arts Festival, which will bring some
of the finest painters from the East
Coast to paint the beauty of our
surroundings, in this plein air painting
competition. pleinairgloucester@
gmail.com. Approximately twenty
highly acclaimed and award-winning

Annual Virginia Symphony Under the Stars

Living History
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artists, featured in Gary Pendleton’s
definitive book, 100 Plein Air
Painters of the Mid-Atlantic will be
participating in these events. Curator
artist, Dorothy Fagan, has selected
these artists to celebrate life at the
river over five days. They will capture
Gloucester’s amazing countryside and
people at work on boats and farms
in the Heart of the River Collection.
Artists will gather at designated
picturesque venues where you can
observe the magic unfold.
Gloucester Arts Festival
Schedule of Events for the week prior to
Memorial Day weekend
Pre-Festival Events: Saturday, Sunday
& Monday Quick Draw Workshop at
Arts on Main
Plein Air Painting Competition

Catoctin Creek
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Tuesday Artists arriving 6:00 pm
Artists Informal Welcome
Wednesday Watch Artists Painting
- 4:00pm Paint-out - 6:00pm Patron
Artist Dinner (ticketed event)
Thursday Watch Artists Painting 7:00pm Artists’ Slide Talk of their
painting: palette, paintings, easel chat

Friday Watch Artists Painting 6:30pm Gala Opening for Patrons
(ticketed event) Arts on Main
7:00pm Gala Opening to Public /
Awards - 7:30 pm
Artist Patron
Selections - 8:00 pm Sales open to the
public
Saturday 8:00-9:00am Check-in
Paint Main St. 2.5 - Public invited to
compete and post pictures & video
to #gloucestervaarts - 9:00-11:30am
Paint Main 2.5 (Quick Draw in 2.5
hours) Main St. & Kids Paint .5 - All
Day Heart of the River Show, Arts on
Main - 8:00pm Virginia Symphony
Under the Stars Gloucester Village
Sunday 12:00-3:00pm Last Call Arts
on Main post pictures & video to
#gloucestervaarts - 3:00pm Heart of
the River Show closes
n Located in the heart of the Gloucester’s
Historic District, The Village
Blacksmith is a fully functioning
modern day blacksmith shop. Here you
can learn about the historical roles a
blacksmith played in societies through
the ages and today. Observe artisans
creating amazing original works,
experience firsthand the craftsmanship

Gloucester County, Virginia
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involved with using
ancient techniques of
GLOUCESTER
old tooling along with
modern technology to
create remarkable pieces.
At the Village Blacksmith you
can find just about anything
custom made out of metal, mixed
media, wood, glass, and a variety
of other mediums available for
custom ordering using your
idea. Visit our showroom full of
quality handmade local goods,
all American made with pride,
quality and dedication, the way
things used to be made. Demonstrations are held 8:00 am
- 5:30 pm Monday through Thursday, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Friday and Saturday, closed Sundays. The shop is available
for tours, hands on classes, walk-in demonstrations,
educational lectures, private and promotional events.
George Cramer, owner Village Blacksmith LLC
6641 Gloucester St. Gloucester, VA 23061
804-824-2631 www.gloucesterblacksmith.com

SHOP & DINE
From the sea to the shore and from unique gifts to boats and
tractors, a trip to Gloucester for fine foods and shopping sprees
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can easily be planned out. Starting out along the main U.S. Route
17 corridor and rolling through the Main Street shopping district,
visitors can find everything from boutiques to big box offerings.
Stop to fuel up at the plethora of dining options throughout the
county, from Thai to Mexican and regional seafood to classic
American.

EDUCATION
Gloucester’s award winning schools offer both technical classes
as well as a college preparatory curriculum. Gloucester is
also home to a pre-k through eighth grade independent day
school – Ware Academy – and Rappahannock Community
College and the College of William and Mary’s Virginia Institute
of Marine Science (VIMS).

ACCOMMODATIONS
It’s true. There’s no way you could visit Gloucester and see
everything offered in the community in one day. So stay awhile.
Or at least the night.
n The Quality Inn and Hampton Inn, located just off of U.S.
Route 17, features more than 150 rooms combined and awardwinning service.
n Looking to go the bed and breakfast route? The Inn at Warner
Hall, George Washington’s great-great grandfather’s estate, is a
beautifully restored waterfront mansion and one of the most
elegant and historic inns on the East Coast. The North River Inn

Gloucester County, Virginia

features English-style country houses,
set amid lovely gardens and pastoral
landscapes, all along the North River and
Toddsbury Creek waterfronts.

Health
Gloucester is the birthplace of Walter
Reed, the U.S. Army physician who led
the team to defeat yellow fever, and it’s
his name that graces the local hospital,
part of the well-regarded Riverside Health
System. Other health care providers in
town make Gloucester a competitive,
well-supplied market.
n Riverside’s range of medical services
offered in Gloucester are anchored by
the Riverside Walter Reed Hospital,
which opened in 1977 and has grown
into a 67-bed acute care facility that
provides comprehensive services and
state-of-the-art technology to the
communities of the Middle Peninsula.
n The Sentara Gloucester Medical Arts
facility combines the quality care of
Sentara doctors with the convenience
of a one-stop health campus featuring
everything from primary care
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physicians and specialists to a wide
variety of other services, including
imaging, digital mammography,
pediatrics, and dental care.
n Independently owned practices – like
Tidewater Physical Therapy – round
out the offerings on the Middle
Peninsula, providing residents with
top choices for their medical care.

Chamber Of Commerce
The Gloucester County Chamber is
an active non-profit organization that
works to represent, educate, and promote
our local businesses and organizations.
The Chamber hosts a monthly Business
after Hours Networking Event, as well
as Community Breakfast Sessions,
Educational Trainings and Workshops.
Annually there is a Middle Peninsula
Career Fair & Expo that provides a variety
of opportunities for Gloucester businesses
and organizations to gain exposure and
support the local community.
The Chamber’s goal is a highlight
the fine quality of life one discovers in

GLOUCESTER.
IT’S ALL RIGHT HERE.
FAMILY, COMMUNITY,
NEIGHBOR, TRADITION.
Gloucester, with robust local businesses, a
skilled workforce and a thriving economy.
Whether touring rich historical sites, over
500 miles of shoreline, or unique parks
and green spaces; Gloucester residents
embrace the “shop local” lifestyle
experience at neighborhood restaurants,
salons and businesses. Gloucester is truly
“The Land of the Life Worth Living,” and
the Chamber is happy to share it. 804-6932425 chamberexec@glocochamber.org

Economic Development
Authority
Fox Mill Centre, Gloucester’s largest
commercial development added
additional national retailers in the Spring
of 2017. TJ Maxx, Rack Room Shoes,
Petco, Ulta Beauty and Kay Jewelers
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Fox Mill Centre

have joined Walmart, Home Depot, Chic-fil-a, Applebees,
Starbucks, Ruby Tuesday and others at the Fox Mill Center.
Visitors to the community can now enjoy an extended
shopping and dining experience in the heart of Gloucester.
For more information contact:
Gloucester County Economic Development
www.gloucesterva.info/econ 804-693-1414

enjoyable and SAFE experience. Prepare to have a blast!! Bring
the whole family, friends, or co-workers for a day everyone will
remember and experience they will never forget! Men, women
and children over the age of 10 can compete equally. Come
experience the thrill of the game and the ultimate adrenaline
rush! Our indoor pro-shop has everything you need including
snacks, beverages, clean restrooms and there is always ample
and secure parking. We play rain or shine so dress accordingly.
(804) 642-8778 www.swamppaintball.com H

Something out of the ordinary
The Swamp Paintball field is a 40+ acre facility of playing
fields that include woods, ball fields, a concept/scenario field
and a tournament grade air ball field. Our highly trained staff’s
mission is to ensure that our customers have a fun, positive,
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